Article 284
(ex Article 213)

Article 285
(ex Article 213a)

Article 37
(ex Article 43)

6.1 Selected articlesfrom thetreaty

Selected articlesfrom the Treaty establishing the
European Community as latest amended by the
Treaty of Amsterdam

Generalized statistical provisions

The Commission may, within the limits and under conditions laid down
by the Council in accordance with the provisions of this Treaty, collect
any information and carry out any checks required for the performance of
the tasks entrusted to it.

1. Without prejudice to Article 5 of the Protocol on the Statute of the
European System of Central Banks and of the European Central Bank,
the Council, acting in accordance with the procedure referred to in
Article 251, shall adopt measures for the production of statistics where
necessary for the performance of the activities of the Community.

2. The production of Community statistics shall conform to impartiaity,
reliability, objectivity, scientific independence, cost-effectiveness and
statistical confidentiaity; it shall not entail excessive burdens on eco-
nomic operators.

Provision toissue agricultural acts

1. In order to evolve the broad lines of a common agricultural policy, the
Commission shall, immediately this Treaty enters into force, convene a
conference of the Member States with a view to making a comparison of
their agricultural policies, in particular by producing a statement of their
resources and needs.

2. Having taken into account the work of the Conference provided for in
paragraph 1, after consulting the Economic and Social Committee and
within two years of the entry into force of this Treaty, the Commission
shall submit proposals for working out and implementing the common
agricultural policy, including the replacement of the national organi-
sations by one of the forms of common organisation provided for in
Article 34(1), and for implementing the measures specified in this Title.

These proposals shall take account of the interdependence of the
agricultural matters mentioned in this Title.

The Council shall, on a proposal from the Commission and after con-
sulting the European Parliament, acting by a qualified majority, make
regulations, issue directives, or take decisions, without prejudice to any
recommendations it may also make.
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3. The Council may, acting by a qualified majority and in accordance
with paragraph 2, replace the national market organisations by the
common organisation provided for in Article 34(1) if:

(a) the common organisation offers Member States which are opposed to
this measure and which have an organisation of their own for the
production in question equivalent safeguards for the employment and
standard of living of the producers concerned, account being taken of the
adjustments that will be possible and the speciaisation that will be
needed with the passage of time;

(b) such an organisation ensures conditions for trade within the Commu-
nity similar to those existing in anational market.

4. If a common organisation for certain raw materials is established
before a common organisation exists for the corresponding processed
products, such raw materials as are used for processed products intended
for export to third countries may be imported from outside the Com-
munity.

Provision relating to harmonization of the internal
mar ket

1. By way of derogation from Article 94 and save where otherwise
provided in this Treaty, the following provisions shal apply for the
achievement of the objectives set out in Article 14. The Council shall,
acting in accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 251 and
after consulting the Economic and Social Committee, adopt the measures
for the approximation of the provisions laid down by law, regulation or
administrative action in Member States which have as their object the
establishment and functioning of the internal market.

2. Paragraph 1 shall not apply to fiscal provisions, to those relating to the
free movement of persons nor to those relating to the rights and interests
of employed persons.

3. The Commission, in its proposals envisaged in paragraph 1 concerning
health, safety, environmental protection and consumer protection, will
take as a base a high level of protection, taking account in particular of
any new development based on scientific facts. Within their respective
powers, the European Parliament and the Council will also seek to
achieve this objective.

4. If, after the adoption by the Council or by the Commission of a
harmonisation measure, a Member State deems it necessary to maintain
national provisions on grounds of major needs referred to in Article 30,
or relating to the protection of the environment or the working environ-
ment, it shall notify the Commission of these provisions as well as the
grounds for maintaining them.
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5. Moreover, without prejudice to paragraph 4, if, after the adoption by
the Council or by the Commission of a harmonisation measure, a
Member State deems it necessary to introduce national provisions based
on new scientific evidence relating to the protection of the environment
or the working environment on grounds of a problem specific to that
Member State arising after the adoption of the harmonisation measure, it
shall notify the Commission of the envisaged provisions as well as the
grounds for introducing them.

6. The Commission shall, within six months of the nctifications as
referred to in paragraphs 4 and 5, approve or reject the national pro-
visions involved after having verified whether or not they are a means of
arbitrary discrimination or a disguised restriction on trade between
Member States and whether or not they shall constitute an abstacle to the
functioning of the internal market.

In the absence of a decision by the Commission within this period the
national provisions referred to in paragraphs 4 and 5 shall be deemed to
have been approved.

When justified by the complexity of the matter and in the absence of
danger for human health, the Commission may notify the Member State
concerned that the period referred to in this paragraph may be extended
for afurther period of up to six months.

7. When, pursuant to paragraph 6, a Member State is authorised to
maintain or introduce national provisions derogating from a harmoni-
sation measure, the Commission shall immediately examine whether to
propose an adaptation to that measure.

8. When a Member State raises a specific problem on public health in a
field which has been the subject of prior harmonisation measures, it shall
bring it to the attention of the Commission which shall immediately
examine whether to propose appropriate measures to the Council .

9. By way of derogation from the procedure laid down in Articles 226
and 227, the Commission and any Member State may bring the matter
directly before the Court of Justice if it considers that another Member
State is making improper use of the powers provided for in this Article.

10. The harmonisation measures referred to above shall, in appropriate
cases, include a safeguard clause authorising the Member States to take,
for one or more of the non-economic reasons referred to in Article 30,
provisional measures subject to a Community control procedure.

Procedurein order to adopt legal actsin the statistical

area: Co-decision procedure

1. Where reference is made in this Treaty to this Article for the adoption
of an act, the following procedure shall apply.
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2. The Commission shall submit a proposal to the European Parliament
and the Council.

The Council, acting by a qualified majority after obtaining the opinion of
the European Parliament,

- if it approves all the amendments contained in the European Perlia-
ment's opinion, may adopt the proposed act thus amended;

- if the European Parliament does not propose any amendments, may
adopt the proposed act;

- shall otherwise adopt a common position and communicate it to the
European Parliament. The Council shall inform the European Parliament
fully of the reasons which led it to adopt its common position. The
Commission shall inform the European Parliament fully of its position.

If, within three months of such communication, the European Parliament:

(a) approves the common position or has not taken a decision, the act in
guestion shall be deemed to have been adopted in accordance with that
common position;

(b) rejects, by an absolute magjority of its component members, the
common position, the proposed act shall be deemed not to have been
adopted;

(c) proposes amendments to the common position by an absolute
majority of its component members, the amended text shall be forwarded
to the Council and to the Commission, which shall deliver an opinion on
those amendments.

3. If, within three months of the matter being referred to it, the Council,
acting by a qualified mgjority, approves al the amendments of the
European Parliament, the act in question shall be deemed to have been
adopted in the form of the common position thus amended; however, the
Council shall act unanimously on the amendments on which the Com-
mission has delivered a negative opinion. If the Council does not approve
all the amendments, the President of the Council, in agreement with the
President of the European Parliament, shall within six weeks convene a
meeting of the Conciliation Committee.

4. The Conciliation Committee, which shall be composed of the
members of the Council or their representatives and an equal number of
representatives of the European Parliament, shall have the task of
reaching agreement on a joint text, by a qualified mgjority of the
members of the Council or their representatives and by a mgjority of the
representatives of the European Parliament. The Commission shall take
part in the Conciliation Committee's proceedings and shall take al the
necessary initiatives with a view to reconciling the positions of the
European Parliament and the Council. In fulfilling this task, the Con-
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ciliation Committee shall address the common pasition on the basis of
the amendments proposed by the European Parliament.

5. If, within six weeks of its being convened, the Conciliation Committee
approves a joint text, the European Parliament, acting by an absolute
majority of the votes cast, and the Council, acting by a qualified
majority, shall each have a period of six weeks from that approval in
which to adopt the act in question in accordance with the joint text. If
either of the two ingtitutions fails to approve the proposed act within that
period, it shall be deemed not to have been adopted.

6. Where the Conciliation Committee does not approve a joint text, the
proposed act shall be deemed not to have been adopted.

7. The periods of three months and six weeks referred to in this Article

shall be extended by a maximum of one month and two weeks respec-
tively at the initiative of the European Parliament or the Council.
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