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Minister, former vice-president of the European Commission, Colleagues, 

It is a great honour for me to welcome you all to the 91st DGINS Conference here in Copenhagen. This old restored Warehouse was built more than 40 years before the French revolution, at a time when Denmark was a major power at sea. I hope that this setting will provide a good and satisfactory setting for the Conference. 

I want to thank you – Bendt Bendtsen – for your welcome speech. I am sure we all appreciate your frank and clear message. You emphasized four of the key challenging issues ‑ that in recent years have been at the top of the agenda within the European statistical community. You addressed the question of 1) optimizing the use of modern communication means 2) the need of prioritizing the work programme 3) the need for a reduced response burden on businesses and finally you stressed more than one time the need for trustworthy and comparable statistics on globalization. 

Now that we are at this historical place, which is connected to Danish overseas trade, it gives me associations to highlight that statistics have historically been subject to many important decisions. From being internal affairs of the national state in the past, the National Statistical Institutes will now - and in the future - always serve a dual purpose: which is to meet both national and European and even international statistical needs simultaneously. 

“Time for numbers – numbers on time” is the tagline from the presentation of Statistics Denmark which you, my dear colleagues have received in you welcome present. This year’s number seems to be 200. And why, you may ask? Because one of the greatest communicators, was born 200 years ago – the fairytale writer Hans Christian Andersen.
Statistical facts are not fairytales; somebody would even say that they are very dry facts – that’s a misunderstanding. The figures tell you about people and their lives. Statistics and fairytales have one thing in common – they both intend to send out the message in an easily accessible way. Accordingly, we statisticians have to be excellent communicators to make our efforts worthwhile, and our numbers should be on time to make a difference. I believe that: “Numbers exist for the users” and communication of statistics should mirror this paradigm. My view is quite simply: that if our statistics are not used, our efforts are wasted.
Official statistics help people and governments to understand the world we live in, and to make informed decisions about the future. Statistics are a central source of information in the “knowledge-based economy”. We take note of the increasing requirements to quantify the political goals, and as a consequence, further demands for statistics are constantly requested. That is not surprising, because statistics exist for the functions of democracy and the economy. 
An example in this respect is the extended administrative use of statistics at the political level, which was also mentioned by the Minister. EDP-statistics and Structural Indicators are just a few out of several examples within EU policy-making. 

The NSI’s represents a vast warehouse of knowledge on people and society. To benefit from this enormous quantity of statistical knowledge, we must make it available in various forms. Statistics must be presented in ways that reflect separate user needs. Consequently, digital communication is highly prioritized – and users and business respondents should primarily be served electronically. 
Accordingly, I would rather prefer to talk about communication than dissemination of statistics, to indicate the necessity of an interaction between user and producer, as well as the need to launch a more differentiated approach.
In the set-up of this conference, we made a practical distinction between four different user groups – each represented by a separate session. The four sessions deals with the requirements of:

1) Professionals
2) Researchers 
3) Non-professionals
4) News media 
A round table discussion will conclude the conference, addressing the question "To which extent are the NSI's ready to meet the future challenges of dissemination?"

I hope that the conference will disclose new perspectives ensuring that our expertise in the field of communication is always at the cutting edge. 
With this statement, I bid you all a warm welcome to the 91st DGINS Conference on “The Challenge of Communicating Statistics”
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