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Danish family incomes differ according to the munici-
pality of residence. In general, the metropolitan area 
and the large cities account for the greatest incomes. In 
Denmark as a whole, Danish families had an average 
disposable income of DKK 322,000 in 2011. The munici-
palities north of Copenhagen have the highest disposa-
ble incomes. Among these, Gentofte has the highest 
with an average disposable income of DKK 552,500 a 
year. Lolland Municipality had the lowest average dis-

posable income (DKK 264,500). 

 

In an international context, Denmark is characterised as 
being one of the countries in the world with the most 
equally distributed incomes after taxes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
There are great differences in average monthly earnings 
among the industries. The industry, finance and insur-
ance accounts for the highest average monthly earnings 
(men), whereas the lowest earnings are seen in trade 
and transport etc. (women). The jobs performed by men 
and women differ in each industry, which is one of the 
reasons why men’s average monthly earnings are higher 
than women’s earnings. 

AVERAGE DISPOSABLE FAMILY INCOME. 2011 

    
 www.statbank.dk/indkf32 

 

MONTHLY EARNINGS 

  2010 2011 

 Unit Men Women Men Women 

Total DKK 39 298 33 416 40 285 34 110 

Agriculture, forestry and fishery
1
 - 32 026 31 041 32 628 36 089 

Manufacturing, quarrying and supply - 38 790 34 306 39 702 35 571 

Construction - 34 111 31 718 34 764 32 779 

Trade and transport etc. - 35 977 29 294 37 170 30 245 

Information and communications - 49 335 39 766 49 912 40 580 

Finance and insurance - 56 249 42 455 57 448 43 647 

Real estate activities - 37 939 34 584 37 477 33 905 

Business activities - 42 534 33 177 43 701 34 278 

Pub. adm., education and health - 39 250 33 436 39 490 33 726 

Culture, leisure and other services - 39 996 35 229 41 202 36 260 
1 Do not include employees in the private sector. 
 www.statbank.dk/slon40 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT 

In the last 10 years, average 
earnings have increased by 36 
per cent in the private sector. 
In the same period, prices only 
increased by 26 per cent, lead-
ing to a considerable increase 
in the purchasing power. 

MONTHLY EARNINGS 

In the earnings statistics, monthly earnings are called the 
standardised monthly remuneration and are the average 
earnings per month for a full-time employee in the Danish 
labour market. Monthly earnings comprise total earnings, 
including pension and any bonuses and staff benefits. 
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SHARES AS PER CENT OF TOTAL CONSUMPTION 
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 www.statbank.dk/nat05 

 

HOUSEHOLD CONSUMPTION EXPENDITURE. 2008-2010 (AVERAGE) 

 Unit Total Singles Two adults 

   no child. w. child. no child. w. child. 

Household economy       

Total income DKK 
1 000 per 

house- 
hold 

558.3 299.2 404.6 623.9 893.1 

Income taxes, etc. 164.9 84.2 96.3 188.5 269.6 

Private interest payments 35.4 15.1 21.5 36.4 69.9 

Fees, presents, etc. - 2.4 4.1 3.8 -3.5 6.7 

Net saving - 66.1 17.6 19.2 85.1 113.7 

Total consumption - 289.5 178.3 263.8 317.4 433.1 

Consumption in per cent 
per cent 
of con-
sump-

tion 

          

Food, beverage & tobacco 14.4 13.6 15.2 14.3 14.8 

Clothing & footwear 5.1 4.3 7.2 4.4 6.0 

Housing 30.8 38.2 33.3 30.7 25.7 

Transport - 15.4 12.2 12.9 15.6 17.4 

Entertainment, etc. - 11.3 10.9 9.8 12.0 10.9 

Other expenditure - 23.0 20.7 21.6 23.0 25.2 
 www.statbank.dk/fu5 and fu6 

 

CONSUMER PRICES 

 Unit 1970 1980 1990 2000 2012 

In 2012 DKK 100 correspond to DKK. 14.18 36.25 64.32 79.48 100.00 

In 1970 DKK 100 correspond to - 100.00 255.71 453.68 560.62 722.31 

 

A decreasing part of the income of a Danish household 
is spent on food, beverages and tobacco, while an in-
creasing part is spent on consumption of almost every-
thing else. Since 1975, the consumption of food and 
beverages has decreased from constituting 26 per cent 
of total consumption to 15 per cent in 2011. 

 

During the same period, our consumption on dwellings, 
including rent and heating, has increased from 21 to 29 
per cent. One of the reasons is that wealth has grown 
and that each individual household has, consequently, 
more money for goods which were previously con-
sidered luxurious. 

 

Consumption varies with the number of persons in the 
household. In general, singles spend a relatively larger 
part of their income on dwellings and heating than 
households with two adults. In general, two adults 
spend more on transport and other consumer goods, 
such as furniture and household services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Normally, inflation is measured as the development in 
consumer prices, i.e. the cost of goods in shops. Since 
1990, consumer prices have increased annually by 1 to 
3 per cent, which is a relatively small increase in a his-

torical context. 
  

 

DID YOU KNOW THAT 
Over half of all house-
holds own a tumble dry-
er, which is more than a 
doubling since 1990. 

CONSUMPTION 
Statistics on consumption are important in order to ana-
lyse, e.g. the economic development. The household 
budget and the national accounts give figures on con-
sumption by the Danes. There are also statistics analysing 
consumer expectations and the number of durable con-
sumer goods. 
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