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The Danish way of life with regard to, e.g. smoking, al-
cohol, diet and physical activity has changed in the last 
couple of decades. Our way of life is generally healthier. 
In 1980, about half of the population were smokers, but 
this proportion has now declined to a fourth. The 
amount of fat in our diet has also been cut, and we 
drink slightly less alcohol than previously. 

 

On average, one out of nine Danes is hospitalized every 
year. The older a person is, the longer the person stays 
in hospital. While 5-14-year-olds are hospitalized on av-
erage, three days, the average number of days in hospi-
tal beds for 65-year-olds and above is more than ten. 

 

There are many causes of hospitalization. Diseases and 
injuries caused by accidents are among them. Other 
causes are pregnancy and birth, which is the case for 11 
per cent of all hospital patients. Consequently, more 
women than men aged 25-44 are hospitalized. 

 

Boys under the age of five are more frequently hospi-
talized than girls of the same age. Boys are more fre-
quently diagnosed with bronchitis, asthma and pneu-
monia compared to girls. This difference is equalized in 
their teens. From the age of 55 and above men are 
more frequently hospitalized than women. Men are 
most frequently admitted to hospitals due to heart and 
vascular diseases. 

 

HOSPITAL PATIENTS. 2011 
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HOSPITAL PATIENTS 

 Unit 2000 2005 2009 2011 

Hospital patients, total no. 600 352 607 108 637 253 642 594 

      

Selected diagnosis at hospitalization:      

Deliveries and comp. of pregn. and childbirth - 78 222 75 516 73 728 67 429 

Injury and poisoning, total - 81 187 83 851 87 055 92 183 

Diseases of the circulatory system - 86 563 83 256 84 075 86 761 

Diseases of the respiratory organs - 58 285 63 730 67 826 71 111 

Diseases of the digestive system - 65 487 63 914 65 886 69 040 

Diseases of musculoskeletal system ect. - 43 076 48 413 50 419 52 106 

Malignant neoplasm - 51 393 49 354 53 335 51 346 

Diseases of the genito-urinary system - 42 142 45 750 47 955 48 797 

Diseases of the nervous system ect. - 30 084 29 067 32 312 32 012 

Nutritional and metabolic diseases - 18 529 20 317 26 711 27 950 
 www.statbank.dk/pa1a and pa11a 
 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW THAT 
Men living in multi-family 
buildings are 17 per cent-
more frequently hospital-
ized than the average. 
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EXPENDITURE ON SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES. 2011 

Sickness, DKK 123 billion

Disability and rehabilitation, DKK 73 billion

The elderly, DKK 255 billion

Families, DKK 73 billion

Unemployment and employment DKK 32 billion

Housing subsidies, DKK 13 billion

Social assistance benefits, DKK 18 billion

 
The figure is replaced as the previous figure did not reflect the correct data. 

 www.statbank.dk/udg1 

 

TRANSFER PAYMENTS 

 Unit 1990 1995 2000 2005 2011 

Total 1 000 
persons 

 1 451  1 641  1 531  1 579  1 809 

Temporary allowance, total   421   428   423   421   486 

Unemployment benefit -   210   231   124   132   108 

Guidance, upgrading skills - . . . . . . . . . . . .   53 

Subsidized employment - . . . . . . . . . . . .   53 

Sickness benefit -   42   42   54   69   71 

Maternity benefit -   32   36   34   55   56 

Cash benefit -   115   102   89   96   75 

Rehabilitation -   22   17   28   21   3 

Activation  - . . . . . .   70   44 . . . 

Leave benefits - . . . . . .   24   4   0 

Unemployment allowance - . . . . . . . . . . . .   12 

Flex jobs - . . . . . . . . . . . .   53 

Permanent allowance, total -  1 000  1 081  1 108  1 148  1 323 

Old-age pension -   669   678   671   734   971 

Early retirement pension -   245   267   258   247   238 

Early retirement pay -   87   136   179   168   114 
 www.statbank.dk/auh01 

Unemployed adult Danes are entitled to receive transfer 
payments. Most transfer payments are permanent pay-
ments to adults who will not return to the labour mar-
ket, such as pensioners and persons on early retirement. 
The remaining part is received by persons temporarily 
outside the labour market, for example due to illness, 
maternity leave or unemployment. 

 

Total social service and health expenditure amounted to 
DKK 587 billion in 2011. This corresponds to 33 per cent 
of the Danish GDP. Almost three ouarters of the ex-
penses were paid by the public sector, while the remain-
ing expenses were paid by the employers (12 per cent) 
and the protected persons (11 per cent). 

 

The elderly receive the major part of social services 
through pensions, nursing homes, home help, etc. Sick 
Danes receive the second-largest part in the form of 
primarily hospitals and health insurance. The disabled 
and rehabilitated receive services in the form of, for ex-
ample, early retirement pension and assistance in their 
homes. Families with children receive services in the 
form of, among other things, day-care institutions and 
child benefits. Almost all Danes thereby receive social 
services sooner or later in their lives. 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW THAT 
12,600 children and young 
persons under 18 years are 
placed outside their home, 
e.g. in foster care or resi-
dential institutions. 
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