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REPORT ON THE STUDY VISIT 

to Statistics Lithuania
Component 10: Sample survey

Activity 10.2: Study visit
June 25-27, 2014, Vilnius, Lithuania
Participants of the study visit:
Yurii Ostapchuk, Director, Department for statistical methodology, SSSU

Anna Rozumna, Deputy Director, Department for statistics methodology, SSSU

Anton Tovchenko, Head of Division for Mathematical Methods to Process and Analyze Statistical Data /Department for Statistical Methodology, SSSU

Glib Tykhonov, Chief specialist-economist, Department for statistical methodology, SSSU

Tkachenko Oleksiy, Chief specialist-economist, Department for statistical methodology, SSSU
The study visit to Statistics Lithuania was organised within the framework of the Twinning Project “Support to Development Process in the State Statistics Service of Ukraine with the Objective to Enhance its Capacity and Production”

The purpose of the study visit was to study the Lithuanian experience and practice of conducting the sample survey.
According to the agenda, the issues of implementation and further improvement of the sample method applied in Statistics Lithuania were discusses. It should be noted that the implementation of statistical sampling in observations in Statistics Lithuania is initiated by an independent structural unit, which is responsible for its conduction with the support from the management of the statistical office. The Department for sample surveys holds consultations with experts from sectoral divisions to discuss the general specification for implementation of sampling method, including key indicators and deadlines. This department designs the sample and implements the sampling method. After the implementation of the sampling method, specialists of the Department for sample surveys transfer the relevant methodological and practical skills to specialist who have the appropriate mathematical preparation and who are authorized to conduct this observation. Afterwards, the Unit for sample surveys provides advisory support and assists in optimization of sampling in the corresponding observation. 

The Draft Methodological provisions of state statistical sample observations over enterprises were presented and discussed during the study visit. The Draft has received positive reviews from the experts. 
The experts from Statistics Lithuania have outlined the key basic stages and methods of sample design. 
Participants of the session have focused on the discussion of the results of sample design for monitoring entities (legal entities) involved in the retail trade. In particular, a step by step presentation was made on the selection of units to the total population according to the developed sample design and the obtained results.  Experts estimated the obtained results as acceptable; they provided recommendations on optimization of the sample design and recommended further implementation.
Also, the analytical data of the observation over monthly consumption of fuel and energy and the difficulties encountered by the SSSU experts while designing the sample were presented during the session. The EU Experts demonstrated the sample used while conducting a similar survey in Lithuania. Recommendations on further sample design to monitor monthly consumption of fuel and energy have been provided to the SSSU experts. 
Experts from Statistics Lithuania made a number of presentations on the organization and implementation of seasonal adjustments using the  Demetra + software. Additionally, some practical aspects were discussed during the session. 
According to the Strategy for the development of state statistics for the period till 2017, approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine as of 20.03.2013 № 145, the SSSU performs activities on implementation of sample survey methods into all state statistical observations (except for observations in finance statistics), whose respondents are small business entities. In view of the aforesaid the obtained experience during the study visit will contribute to the organizational and methodological process for the implementation of sampling survey in the state statistical observations conducted by the SSSU. 
