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 Her Majesty Queen Margrethe 2 
 

 Married to Henri de Laborde de Monpezat; two children 

 

 Prehistoric Archaeology at Girton College, Cambridge 

     Political Science at Aarhus University Denmark 
 

 

 

 Prime Minister of Denmark  
HelleThorning-Schmidt 
 

 

 Married to Stephen Kinnock; two children 

 

 Master of Political Science, Copenhagen, 1994  
Master in European Studies, College of Europe, 1993  
 

 

2 



Facts about Denmark 

 Constitutional monarchy 

 

 Area      43,000 km2   (88,794) 

 

 Population (mill., 2013)     5.6       (6.4) 

 

 Life expectancy (2010-11)  

 Females     81.6     (73.8) 

 Males     77.3     (70.3) 

 

 Total fertility rate (2011)     1.76       (3.5) 

 

 Unemployment (2012)     6.2%     (12.9) 
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Statistics Denmark, Copenhagen 
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Organisation 
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National Statistician 

Jørgen Elmeskov 



 

National Statistician 

 

Jørgen Elmeskov 
 

National Statistician  

from October, 2013 

 

Former Director and   

Deputy Chief Economist  

at the OECD 

 

Master in Economics 

From the University of Copenhagen 

 

Born 1956 
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http://www.dst.dk/da/OmDS/job/ny-rigsstatistiker.aspx
http://www.dst.dk/da/OmDS/job/ny-rigsstatistiker.aspx


 

Staffing and budget 

Employess:  
562 man-years 
 
Budget: 
DKK 384 m. 
Euro 51,5 m. 
 
Of this own income:  
DKK 114 m.  
Euro 15,3 m. 
 
All numbers of 2013 
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Key figures 
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70% 

16% 

13% 

1% 

Government 

grant 

Revenue from  

customers 

Financial contributions  

 

 Income from publications 



Data Acquisition 

1. Registers  

2. Surveys 

(3. Interviews) 
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Sources 

 Surveys and interviews     5-10 % 

 Administrative registers   90-95 % 

       

 Very rough estimates! 
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Time axis for registers 
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It was possible to conduct the worlds first totally 

registerbased Population and Housing Census in 1981 by 

combining data from all relevant administrative registers 
 



The register model 
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Person 

Unique identifier:  

Person number 

Workplace 
Unique identifier: 

Workplace no. 

Building &  

Dwelling 
Unique identifier: 

Exact address 



Access to Information  

 Public authorities must supply information  

 Act on Statistics Denmark, 1 July 1966  

   Latest amendment: June 2010  
 

 

 Private businesses must supply information within 

the legal framework 

 Act on Statistics Denmark and EU legal acts 

 

  Individuals  have no obligations 
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Access to Information by 

Act on Statistics Denmark 
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The CPR-system 

 The Central Personal Register was introduced 
1968 

 

 It assigns a unique ID to persons living in 
Denmark. The 6 first digits represent the date of 
birth. 

 

 CPR-numbers: DDMMYY-XXXX 

 

 The CPR-system is used in the public sector 
when relating to the authorities. 
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 Name 

 Age 

 Sex 

 

 Marital status 

 Citizenship 

 Place of birth 

 Address 

 Family (CPR of mother, father, spouse) 

from PIN-number 

The Central Personal Register (CPR) 



    Source register: Central Population Register 
                   98 local registers 

Central 

Local Local 

Local 

Local 

Local 

Local 

Local 

Local 

Central 

Local 

Local 

Local 

Local 



CPR-numbers – Key-variable 

 Makes it easy to produce gender statistics (indicators) 
 

 CPR-numbers: 

   DDMMYY-XXXX 

 

 If the last digit is 

   0, 2, 4, 6 or 8 : female  

 

 If the last digit is 

   1, 3, 5, 7 or 9 : male 
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BDR Building and dwelling register 
1977 

 Dwelling information 

 

 Type of dwelling 

 Age  

 Size – number of rooms, square meters 

 Use of dwelling 

 Usage by owner 



The CBR-system 

The Central Business Register data is registered: 

 

 Businesses with a turnover > 50.000 DKK 

 

 Workplace address 

 

 Number of employees 

 

 Industry (DB07) 
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The Statistical Information System 
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Person 

ID:  

Person Number 

 

Business 

ID: 

CBR-Number 

 

Building & 

Dwelling 

ID: 

Address 
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tion 

Social 

CPR 

1968 
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CBR 

1975 

Survey 

Inter- 

view 

VAT 



Register of Patients 

National Register of Patients (LPR) 
– an illustration 

Kamilla Heurlén 
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Validation 

Guidelines 

for 

registration 



Why use administrative sources? 
 It is cheap 

- provided the data is 
already there 

 

 No response burden 

 

 Total population coverage 

 

 Without non-response 

 

 Data quality may be 
outstanding 
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The Statistical 
System 

Coverage:  

Entire population 

 

Linked with a multitude 

of social data from 

other registers 
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 Chest filled with 

treasure of information 

to combine and use 

for analysis.  

 

 Possible to make 

all kinds of gender 

statistics 
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 Sharing the wealth of information 



Summary – Data Collection Method & 
the Statistical System 

 90-95% of the data comes from administrative registers 

 

 Statistics Denmark is via legislation ensured access to 

data 

 

 The data system is built-up around 3 key variables: 
 CPR – Personal Identification Number - 1602702674 (date of birth, sex) 

 

 BDR -  Address - 101 2435 012A  04 TV09  - identifies the single dwelling 

 

 CBR – Central Business Number + workplace number - Identifies the 

single workplace 

26 


