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Central Bureau of Statistics (ICBS)
The student dropout model used by the ICBS (see document Computation of dropout in schools supervised by the Ministry of Education) is the basis for all official dropout statistics published and disseminated by our organization. It is used by certain units at the Ministry of Education for their policy decision-making, as part of their effort to monitor and prevent student dropout.
Still, the Ministry of Education is a large, heterogeneous body, and the uses and interpretation of these data may vary across different units, as a function of different orientations, agendas, etc. As our model is explained to the Ministry's different officials, it appeared that different conceptualizations exist at the Ministry that may cause misinterpretations and misunderstandings as for the dropout data produced by ICBS. Therefore, representatives of both ICBS and the Ministry jointly analyzed and identified discrepancies between ICBS's current model and the concept held by the Information Systems Directorate at the Ministry as for the calculation of student dropout statistics. The following table depicts the results of this analysis:
	 Ministry of Education
	ICBS
	

	· Enrollment rate – The number of children who study in educational settings supervised by the Ministry of Education, and the number of children who study in institutions under other governmental supervision – out of the number of all children in relevant ages.
· Non-Enrollment rate – The number of children that were never enrolled in settings supervised by the state, and the cumulative number of children who dropped out - out of the number of all children in relevant ages.
	· Gross dropout - All students who dropped out of schools supervised by the Ministry of Education, irrespective of whether they applied to other educational institutions outside its supervision (e.g. apprenticeships or higher yeshivas)
· Net dropout - All students who dropped out of schools supervised by the Ministry of Education, with the exception of students who applied to apprenticeships supervised by the Ministry of Economy or to higher yeshivas
.
	Definitions

	All children in relevant ages, i.e. the population that its age according to the population register is the age of schooling, including children that were never assigned to the education system.
	All students who started a certain school year as active students at the education system supervised by the Ministry of Education (according to the Ministry's student file at the end of the school year).
	Basis Population (The denominator) 

	Cumulative number of dropout students, irrespective to the time they quitted, including children that were never assigned to the education system and therefore never actually quitted.
	Students who quitted their studies during the baseline year or in the transition from the baseline year to the following school year. Students who quitted before or after the relevant period of the specific year weren't counted.
	Dropout Population

	By age, focus is on ages 15-17.
	By grade level (1st to 12th), including the ages of 17+ as necessary.
	Dropouts Segmentation  


� For the definition of higher yeshivas, see document  Computation of dropout in schools supervised by the Ministry of Education.
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