Quality of tables

Jesper Ellemose
jej@ast.dk

Collective responsibility

* American saying: No job is finished before the paper
work is done!

* No statistics is produced / finished before it is
disseminated on the internet
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Quality of tables - Statistics Denmark — Thinking

* It's Statistics Denmark’s figures / data
= It's not IT’s data
= It's not Dissemination’s data

 |T / Dissemination

= Responsible for infrastructure
- NOT for Data

* Subject matter divisions
= Own the data —so they are responsible for the quality
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Technical responsibility of IT
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Information Footnotes
Mark your selections and choose between table on screen and fie format, Marking tips
For variables marked * you need to select at least one value
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Subject matter division — What’s inside — the data
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The Actvties are classifed according to the ISIC Revision 2
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Recommendations — thinks to think
about

* Explain outliers / missing data
= “Strange” data makes users doubt the information they get
= Always tell who to contact if questions

* Be consistent:
= User either Gender or Sex but don’t use both

- Geography — Order of
- Units

= Make a central decision and write it down
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Key word:
1 000 DKK 1 000 DKK. Dkk. 1 000 Thousand DKK.
1.000 DKK 1.000 DKK. DKK 1.000 Dkk. 1.000 Thousand DKK
1000 DKK 1000 DKK. DKK 1000 Dkk. 1000 Thousand Dkk
1 000 Dkk 1 000 dkk DKK. T 000 dkk 1 000 Thousand Dkk.
1.000 Dkk 1.000 dkk DKK. 1.000 dkk 1.000 thousand DKK

1000 Dkk H ousand DKK.
1000 Dkk. | tr@ usand Dkk
1.000 Dkk. 1. R . dkk. T.00 housand Dkk.

1000 Dkk. 1000 dkk. Dkk 1000 dkk. 1000  thousand dkk
thousand dkk.
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Recommendations — thinks to think
about

* Users NO longer want’s paper

* Long consistent time series are important

* The ability to download and do own calculations is
everything
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Recommendations — thinks to think
about

 Timeliness / punctuality:

- Website / database must be updated at the same time as
press release — otherwise users thinks data is not available /
produced

= Procedures should be in place to monitor timeliness =>
detailed released calendar

* Not all users speak Arabic

= Spelling / grammar in both languages is extremely important

= Get external and / or specialist review of English language
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