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1. Road transport 
The road network  
There are 71,888 km of public roads in Denmark (1 January 2002) and 84 per cent 
of these are municipal roads. The length of the public road network has been in-
creased by about 1,100 km since 1990. This increase is mainly due to extension of 
municipal roads. 
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At the same time, the overall road network has also been extended. The motorway 
system was extended by 360 km or 59 per cent to make up 971 km and another 49 
km were added to the dual-carriageway network thus making up 330 km. The 
majority of the public road network (65 per cent) is in Jutland, while the rest is 
distributed between the Islands (25 per cent) and the Greater Copenhagen Region 
(10 per cent). 
 
Increase in km’s driven by cars and fall in km’s driven by bicycles 
In 2001 vehicles drove 48.8 billion kilometres on Danish roads, including kilome-
tres driven by bicycles/mopeds. This is an increase of  9 per cent compared to 
1996. This increase is particularly due to the km’s driven by lorries, delivery vans 
and passenger cars, which accounted for an increase of 19 and 10 per cent, respec-
tively. This increase is both a result of the rise in the number of passenger cars and 
also the opening of the Great Belt Link in July 1998. In 2001 almost 25 per cent of 
all transport was carried out on government roads. During the 1990’s  transport 
performance by bicycles/mopeds has been falling. In 2001, 2.2 million kilometres 
were driven by bicyles/mopeds. This is a fall of 18 per cent compared to 1996. 
 
Three out of four motor vehicles are passenger cars 
On 1 January 2002 there were a total of 2,425,000 motor vehicles, corresponding 
to 8 per cent more than on 1 January 1998. 77 per cent of motor vehicles were 
passenger cars, 14 per cent delivery vans, 6 per cent were motorbikes and mopeds, 
and the rest were busses and lorries. The growth in the number of motor vehicles 
from 1998 to 2002 was completely dominated by passenger cars and delivery vans, 
which accounted for 48 per cent and 24 per cent of the growth, respectively. 
Furthermore, there has been a sharp increase in the number of motorbikes and 
mopeds. The number of busses and lorries has on the whole remained unchanged 
over the period. 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 
Stock of passenger cars 
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Substantial fall in the number of new cars registered 
Since 1998 the number of registrations of new passenger cars has fallen signifi-
cantly. In 2001 the number of new registrations was at the lowest level since 1993. 
The fall applies predominantly to the acquisition of new cars by households, while 
there was only a modest fall in the number of new registrations of motor vehicles 
by businesses.    
 
New passenger cars registered, by type of ownership  
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More cars available 
The average relative car availability has increased significantly. On 1 January 1998 
there were 618 passenger cars per thousand families whilst on 1 January 2002 
there were 649 passenger cars. However, this increase is not the same for all parts 
of the country. The largest increase was in the Greater Copenhagen Region, par-
ticularly in Copenhagen Municipality. This development does not, however, 
change the fact that the Copenhagen Municipality is characterized by its low car-
availability rate of a mere 346 cars per thousand families in 2002.  
 
Passenger cars per thousand families broken down by county (1 January) 
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Purchase of cars per hundred families 
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2. Passenger transport 
 
Increase in passenger km by more than 14 pct. compared to 1990 
On average every Dane covered a distance of approximately 14,300 km in 2001, 
corresponding to a total passenger transport performance of 76,710 million pas-
senger km. This is a 14 per cent increase compared to 1990 and it is mainly due to 
the considerable increase in transport performance by private car. Since 1990, 
there has also been a substantial increase of 75 per cent and of 15 per cent in pas-
senger transport performance by motorcycles and trains, respectively. This devel-
opment may be explained by the greater number of cars, and by especially the 
expansion of the motorway network and the opening of the Great Belt Link and the 
Oresund Link.  
 
Most passenger km’s are accounted for by car 
The majority of passenger transport performance is by car (77 per cent), 12 per 
cent by bus and 7 per cent by train. Transport performance by bicycles has fallen 
sharply since 1992 and it was in 2001 31 per cent less than in 1990. Only 3 per 
cent of total passenger transport, corresponding to about 420 km per person, was 
by bicycle/moped. 
 
Developments in passenger transport 
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The purpose of passenger transport 
In 2001, 33 per cent of passenger transport performance is transport to and from 
the home and the workplace. 39 per cent was to and from home and recreational 
activities. However, the two different types of transport take place at very different 
times during the week.  
 
While transport to and from the home and the workplace makes up 44 per cent of 
all transport from Monday to Friday, this type of transport only makes up 8 per 
cent of transport at the weekend. In contrast, transport between the home and 
recreational activities only makes up 27 per cent of transport on weekdays, but as 
much as 70 per cent of all transport at the weekend. As opposed to this, transport 
to and from the home and shops makes up 16 per cent of all transport on weekdays 
and 14 per cent at the weekend. 
 
Private passenger transport of 10-84 year olds, by purpose. 2001 
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3. Traffic accidents 

Fall in number of personal injuries in traffic registered by the police from 1990 to 
2001 
In 2000 the number of traffic accidents leading to personal injury and which have 
been recorded by the police was 25 per cent lower than it was in 1990. The num-
ber of traffic accidents fell from 9,155 in 1990 to 6,861 in 2001. The number of 
people killed in traffic accidents fell 32 per cent from 634 in 1990 to 431 in 2001. 
In the same period the number of serious and minor injuries fell from 10,653 in-
jured persons to 8,465, corresponding to a 21 per cent drop.  
 
Alcohol accidents accounted for 17 per cent of all traffic accidents and for 27 per 
cent of all people killed in traffic accidents. Alcohol accidents involve at least one 
driver or pedestrian having an alcohol count of over 0.5. 
 
Significant underreported figures in the statistics on road traffic accidents 
It is generally known that the official statistics on road traffic accidents based on 
data reported by the policy, only cover a limited proportion of the total number of 
personal injuries in traffic. Since 1996, the annual surveys conducted by Statistics 
Denmark have therefore included nationwide information on persons treated by 
casualty wards as the result of a traffic accident in order to analyse the socalled 
underreported figures. The surveys have shown that the total number of personal 
injuries in traffic is almost 5 times higher than the number registered by the police. 
However, the statistical coverage with respect to the number of persons killed in 
traffic is almost 100 per cent. The greatest underreported figures for casualties 
appear among one-man accidents, cyclists and childen and young people under 15 
years. For these groups, only about 10 per cent of the personal injuries are re-

Figur 7 
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corded by the police. The survey results are published annually in the publication 
Færdselsuheld (Road traffic accidents). 
 
Personal injuries registered by the police 
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4. Goods transport 
 
How are goods transported? 
Total domestic goods transport, i.e. transport where loading and unloading takes 
place in Denmark, was approximately 201 million tonnes in 2001. Lorries are by 
far the most commonly used form of transport and are used for 94 per cent of all 
goods transport. 5 per cent of goods were transported by cargo ship and 1 per cent 
by train. 
 
With regard to international traffic, i.e. transport between Denmark and foreign 
countries, transport by ship is the most commonly used mode of transport. In 2001 
almost 76 per cent of all goods weighing approximately 71 million tonnes were 
transported by ship, whilst only 21 per cent were transported by Danish lorries. 
The rest were mainly transported by train.  
 
Amount of goods – national and international traffic 2001 
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National goods transport by lorries 
The total amount of goods transported within Denmark has been going up since 
1994. The stagnation in the early 1990s was caused by the general economic re-
cession in Denmark at this time. However, due to increased activity in construction 
in the second half of the 1990s, the total amount of goods transported has gone up 
again. In particular this increasing activity can be seen in the transport carried out 
by haulage contractors, while businesses’ own transport of goods (i.e. transport 
paid by the hour on the businesses' own account) has fallen slightly throughout the 
1990s. This should be seen as an indication of a growing tendency to outsource 
service activities, including transport services.  
 
Goods transported by Danish companies and transport of goods within Denmark, ana-
lysed by group of goods  
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Domestic transport of goods by lorry includes in particular gravel, sand, cement, 
stone, etc. (37 per cent), foodstuffs (13 per cent), animal feed (13 per cent) and 
general cargo (10 per cent). In 2001, hazardous goods accounted for 4 per cent of 
the total amount of goods transported. The hazardous goods comprised especially 
inflammable, fluid substances, e.g. petrol.  
 
The total transport has also increased since the mid-1990s. In 2001 total transport 
was calculated at 10.9 billion tonne-km and of these 80 per cent was transport 
carried out by haulage contractors. Especially transport of general cargo and 
gravel, etc. has increased heavily and accounts for 25 per cent and 23 per cent, 
respectively.  
 
There is no clear connection in the changes in the amount of goods transported 
and the number of kilometres driven. This is because, for example, the distances 
that aggregates for construction are transported are typically relatively short, 
whilst increased specialisation of production of goods has led to longer distribu-
tion distances for, for example, general cargo. 
 
Goods are mainly transported within the same region 
A majority of all goods is transported within the same county, and is predomi-
nantly transported across the county border to a neighbouring county. Only a 
small amount of goods was transported between the different regions. Thus, 94 
per cent of all goods loaded in Jutland were also unloaded in Jutland in 2000. For 
Zealand, etc. the proportion of goods was also 95 per cent, while for Funen the 
proportion reached 71 per cent. 2.5 per cent of goods crossed the Great Belt or 

Figure 10 

Figure 11 
International transport 
by Danish lorries  
1990-2001 
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Kattegat in 2001, and of these 54 per cent was transported from western Denmark 
to eastern Denmark.  
 
International goods transport by Danish lorries 
International road transport of goods by Danish lorries rose steadily until 1995, 
however in 1996 this development turned. 1999 saw again a heavy increase in 
transport of goods; this increase continued to a smaller extent in 2000, but fell 
again in 2001. Total international goods transport by Danish lorries was calculated 
at 11.3 billion tonne-km in 2001, of which transport by haulage contractors makes 
up almost 100 per cent. 49 per cent of all goods transport was carried out from 
Denmark to foreign countries and 43 per cent from foreign countries to Denmark. 
7 per cent was carried out between foreign places of loading and unloading.  
   
Goods transport to and from Denmark and foreign countries consisted of general 
cargo, processed goods, semi-finished products, etc., and loading and unloading 
primarily took place in Germany. 

 
5. Carriage by sea 

Danish ships 
On 1 January 2002 there were 1,878 Danish ships of at least 20 gross tonnes, of 
which 175 belonged to Greenland. This is an increase of 81 ships compared with 
2001. 67 per cent of these ships are motorised, while the remainder are predomi-
nantly sailing ships with a servomotor. 45 per cent of vessels are fishing vessels, 
whilst almost 31 per cent are used as cargo ships. 28 per cent of the ships, while 95 
per cent of the gross tonnage were recorded in the Danish International Shipping 
Register. 
 
Total gross tonnage (GT) was 6.9 billion on 1 January 2002, which is an increase 
of 7 per cent compared to the year before. Container ships account for an increase 
in gross tonnage, so that they make up 52 per cent of the total gross tonnage at the 
beginning of 2002. There is also a small increase in gross tonnage of tankers, thus 
representing 25 per cent of the total Danish gross tonnage. Ships under 10 years of 
age made up 65 per cent of the total gross tonnage at the beginning of 2002.   
 
Danish ships by use 1 January 2000 
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Table 341 Infrastructure for transport    

2000 2001

    km   

 Road network, total 71 663 71 888
    Of which motorways  953 971
 Main government roads 1 659 1 660
 County roads 9 986 9 988
 Municipality roads  60 018 60 240

 Railway network, total 2 547 . . .
   Of which private railways  495  . . .

    number   

 Stations and goods terminals  291 . . .
 Sea ports  129  124
 Airports  23 23
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Table 342 Infrastructure for transport, expenditure 

 2000 2001

    DKK mio.   

 Road network1 7 755 8 509
 Construction expenditure  3 388 3 704
 Operation and maintenance 4 367 4 805

 State railway network1  1 385 . . .
 Investments  360  . . .
 Reinvestments  956  . . .
 Other investments  69  . . .

 Private railways  97 . . .

 Sea ports 424 . . .
 Buildings  147 . . .
 Constructions 277 . . .

 Airports 879 . . .

 Great Belt Link 29 23

 Øresund Link  566 4
 Copenhagen Metro 1 391 1 141

 1 Figures do not include the Great Belt Link. 
 



Statistical Yearbook 2002 Transport 

Table 343 Private cars, buses and motorcycles etc. 

2001 2002

 Fleet (start of year)   number   

 Private cars, total1 1 854 060 1 872 631
 Of which in households 1 709 554 1 729 031
 Of which in business and industry  134 182  133 630

Petrol 1 747 961 1 751 905
 Diesel  105 836  120 490

 Age: 
  0- 3 years  550 893  494 268
  4- 7 years  471 426  538 817
  8-11 years  306 996  310 239
 12-15 years  361 166  323 053
 16-19 years  114 144  157 218
 over 19 years  49 435  49 036

 Average age in years  7.8  8.1

 Buses, total  13 968  13 954
 In scheduled service  4 660  4 697
 Tourist coaches  9 308  9 257

Caravans  108 924  110 995
 Motor cycles  73 695  78 390
 Moped-45  64 615  67 975
 Standard mopeds - -

 1 Incl. cars where owner is not known. 
 



Statistical Yearbook 2002 Transport 

Table 344 Vans and lorries etc. 

 2001 2002

 Fleet (start of year)   number   

 Vans, total1   335 690  343 450
 Under 2,001 kg  63 568  60 603
 2,001-3,000 kg  163 574  170 528
 3,001-3,500 kg  108 548  112 319

 Lorries, total1   37 603  36 801
 3,501-6,000 kg  4 628  4 356
 6,001-15,000 kg  10 483  10 247
 Over 15,000 kg  22 492  22 198

 Tractors for semi-trailers  11 557  12 009

 Trailers over 5,000 kg  12 975  12 770

 Semi-trailers  24 233  25 310

 1 Total weight. 
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Table 345 New registrations of vehicles 

 20001 2001

    number   

Private cars  113 633  96 130
Petrol  98 315  78 960
Diesel  15 282  17 153

Buses   736   552
Motor cycles  3 300  2 418

 1 Revised figures. 
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Table 346 New registrations of vans and lorries etc. 

 20001 2001

    number   

 Vans2  
Under 2,001 kg  1 098   491
2,001-3000 kg  19 215  21 506
3,001-3,500 kg  11 137  8 970

Lorries1  
3,501-6,000 kg   325   213
over 6,000 kg   2 311  2 241
Tractors for semi-trailers  2 151  2 197

 1 Revised figures. 2 Total weight. 
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Table 347 Ships of at least 20 GT 

Per 31 December 2000 2001

    number   

 Danish ships, total 1 797 1 878
 Tankers  95 96
 Container ships  87 78
 Other dry cargo ships  467 413
 Passenger ships/ferries  129 118
 Fishing vessels  714 850
 Other ships  305 323

    thousand GT   

 Ship tonnage, total 6 472 6 918
 Tankers 1 543 1 763
 Container ships 3 177 3 600
 Other dry cargo ships  991 770
 Passenger ships/ferries  436 425
 Fishing vessels  132 144
 Other ships  192 215

 Note. Incl. ships based in Greenland. 
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Table 348 Road traffic, railways and airports  

2000 2001

    mio. vehicle km.   

 Road traffic, total 48 739 48 770
 Private cars 38 186 38 036
 Motor cycles  483 518
 Vans 2-6 tons total weight 5 452 5 685
 Solo trucks over 6 tons total weight  725 780
 Lorries and trailers  360 318
 Lorries – Semi trailers  442 486
 Busses in scheduled service  297 295
 Tourist coaches  332 330
 Bicycles/Mopeds  2 355 2 229
 Moped 45s  107 93

    mio. train km.   

 Metropolitan trains 14.4 14.4
 Private railways 7.5 7.6
 Other passenger trains 40.6 41.9
 Goods trains 5.8 5.3

    thousand calls   

 Ferries in domestic service  435 431
 Ferries in international service  95 84
 Cargo ships  30 29

    thousand take-offs   

 Domestic flights  87 73
 International flights  296 288

  
 
 


