
Revised draft DGINS mandate

1. Name:

DGINS Conference

2. Subject area covered:

Development of the European Statistical System

3. Specific objectives:

· Organisation and management of statistical work within the ESS

· Identifying and discussing future needs for statistics in a strategic context

· Pursuit of existing priority needs that are not being met

· Presentation of the statistical system of the host country

4. Task and function:

Seminar style - exchange of views. Discussing ways of how to proceed (essential that adequate time is provided for contributions from the floor). 

As an alternative, a workshop format with parallel sessions could be applied - leaving the decision to the host country.

The sessions of the conference intend to: 1) be EU-orientated; 2) focus on long-term strategic statistical needs; 3) identify existing Community statistical demands that are no longer of strategic importance and might be curtailed in the context of resource constraints; 4) analyse the situation of the ESS in post-enlargement EU; 5) focus on a pragmatic exchange of experiences ("best practices"); 6) be management-orientated. 

5. Frequency, date and place of meetings:

Once a year, in a Member State in rotation.

6. Duration and structure of the meetings:

One and a half days, divided in three half-day sessions. At least one session is expected to focus on the forecasting of future statistical needs within a time span of 5 to 7 years. Another half-day session is dedicated to a country presentation by the host country for the purpose of exchanging experiences.

7. Foreseen participation:

· Directors General and relevant experts of the NSIs of the EEA countries and of the candidate countries (maximum 3 persons from each country, except the host country and Eurostat)

· Invited speakers and commentators according to the subject (no restrictions)

Observers:

· representatives of international organisations and countries invited outside the ESS 

· representatives of stakeholders of the host country

8. Theme and programme:

The themes of the Conference are agreed upon at the SPC meeting following the latest DGINS Conference. The point of departure for this decision is a proposal or a list of proposals from the host country. The host country and Eurostat will draw up the detailed programme jointly.

9. Organisation: 

The host country is responsible for the organisation of the conference, and it follows the rules set by Eurostat. Eurostat gives financial and organisational support to the host country. 

10. Proceedings:

Eurostat will publish the presentations and discussion at the Conference.
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