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Statistics Netherlands: 

  founded in 1899   
 

  3 offices 
 

  2,036 employees 
 

  3,435 tables in StatLine (online database)  

 

  613 news articles 
 

  37,000 times as source in news media 
 

  More than 7 million visits to CBS.nl  
 

  107,000 followers on Twitter 
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Heerlen  

The Hague  

 

Bonaire 



Position 

– The mission of CBS is to publish reliable and coherent 

statistical information which responds to the needs of 

Dutch society. The responsibility of CBS is twofold: firstly, 

to compile (official) national statistics and secondly to 

compile European (community) statistics.  

 

– The information published by CBS deals with all aspects 

of the Dutch society. This includes all important social, 

economic, spatial and demographic parameters.  
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Legal stuff 

– Statistics Netherlands Act constitutes the legal basis for CBS.  

CBS has the status of an autonomous administrative body.  CBS 

performs public service tasks, but operates independently and not 

under the direct authority of any Dutch ministry. 

The Minister of Economic Affairs is politically responsible for relevant 

legislation, budget and conditions. CBS is financed from the state 

budget. 

 

– CBS has an advisory board. The Statistics Netherlands Act stipulates 

that the Advisory Board advises the Director General (DG) on request 

or on own initiative about the implementation of the tasks of the 

DG. The Advisory Board also makes a recommendation to the 

minister when the position of DG becomes vacant. 
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Statistics 

Economic topics include: 
 Macro-economics 
 Agriculture  
 Manufacturing 
 Trade, transport, services 
 
 
Socioeconomic topics include: 
 Labor and social security 
 Health and welfare 
 Nature and the environment 
 Education 
 Demography, Spatial statistics 
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Statistics Netherlands in a nutshell 
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Phenomenon-oriented approach  
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Data protection 
 

• Privacy is guaranteed (confidentiality required by law) 

 

• All staff are required to sign declaration of secrecy 

 

• Data on individual persons are immediately separated from 

names and addresses 

 

• Under the law, data may only be used for statistical 

purposes 

 

• No other institution or individual can claim access to data 

collected by Statistics Netherlands 
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Statistical programme 

• Based on multi-annual programme      

 

 

• Data become available for everyone at the same time, free of charge 

 

 

• European programme: 80% is required under EU  regulations 

 

 

• Specific (statistical) services 
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Output: forms 
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Output: channels 
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Publication policy 

• Release calendar every Friday for the coming 

week 

 

• Daily via CBS.nl, Twitter and via mailing lists 

direct to news media 

 

• Daily updates in online database StatLine 

 

13 



Infrastructure CBS 

2200 
users 

3400 
virtual 

desktops 

> 900 
virtual 
servers 

>7 million 
mails pm 
(85% spam) 

> 350,000 
hits pm 

> 1 peta 
byte 

storage 



Data Centres 

Office Heerlen Office The Hague 

Primairy: 
Cybercentre Flevoland 

Backup: 
Cybercenter 
Oude Meer 

The Hague  

Heerlen 

Oude Meer Almere 

2 x 10 Gb/s 
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WEDNESDAY PROGRAM 
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Time Topic Expert 

09.15 – 10.30 Welcome and Introduction Statistics Netherlands Mr. Wim Schaasberg 

10.30 – 11.00 Presentation IBS Ms. Sigalit Mazeh  

11.00 – 11.15  Coffee-tea break   

11.15 – 12.00 Legislation, confidentiality and security Mr. Eric Schulte-Nordholt  

12.00 - 13:30 Lunch   

13.30 – 14.00 IT-Technical and security setup Mr. Marc Schillings 

14.00 – 14.30 Cooperation with Ministries / KNAW Mr. Ruurd Schoonhoven 

14.30 – 14.45  Coffee-tea break   

14.45 – 15.45 Legislation, confidentiality and security – part two Mr. Eric Schulte-Nordholt 

15.45 – 17.30 Walking tour through the Centre of The Hague   

17.30 Joint dinner hosted by Statistics Netherlands   



THURSDAY PROGRAM 

18 

Time Topic Expert 

      

09.30 – 10.00 Evaluation day 1 Mr. Wim Schaasberg 

10.00 – 10.30 Security of Remote Access Mr. John Kartopawiro 

10.30 – 10.45 Coffee-tea break   

10.45 – 11.30 Microdata availability Mr. Cees Steijn 

11.30 – 12.00 Business plan and Price structure Mr. Martin Broxterman 

12:00 - 13:30 Lunch   

13.30 – 14.00 Output checking Ms. Liesbeth Steenhof 

14.00 – 14.30 Guidelines, training and other supporting materials  Mr. Harold Kroeze 

14.30 – 14.45 Coffee-tea break   

14.45 – 15.45 Process Overview - Improvement and Lean 6Sigma Ms. Annemieke Redeman 

15.45 – 16.15 Conclusions – end of visit Mr. Wim Schaasberg  

      



Questions 
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