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Purpose of presentation 
 To define “official statistics” 
 To define ”National Statistics System” 
 To describe the participants in the NSS 
 To outline factors leading to growth in production and use of official 

statistics. 
 To describe two development activities in the CBS/NSS: development of 

the coordination function in Israeli Official Statistics  and defining and 
outlining and ranking and distinguishing between “official statistics” and 
core statistics. More specifically: 
 To define the coordination function; to summarize how the responsibility of 

coordination is viewed by the Israel Statistics ordinance; to provide international 
examples of coordination ; to outline the present state  in Israel and development for 
the future. 

 To outline the terms of reference  of a CBS senior level committee appointed to examine the CBS 
program of statistics and to distinguish between “official statistics” and “core  statistics”; to 
describe  similar processes that other countries have applied; to  report on the status of the 
Committees work. 
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What are official statistics 
 Definitions: 

 Official statistics are statistics published by government agencies or other 
public bodies such as international organizations.(Wikipedia) ….  

 Statistical information produced, collated, and disseminated by national 
governments, their agencies, and the international bodies which link them. 
(web Dictionary of Sociology) 

 Official statistics are statistics disseminated by the national statistical 
system, excepting those that are explicitly stated not to be official. (OECD) 

 Official statistics are all statistics produced by government departments 
and specified crown entities .(Statistics New Zealand) 

 
 Above definitions are producer based. One might think of definitions 

which are user-based/ content based, etc. 
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Topics of Israeli Official Statistics 
 Many Many 
 Just looking in the statistical digest…. 

 Population 
 Immigration 
 Households and families 
 Health 
 Society and welfare 
 Education 
 Labour and wages 
 Prices 
 National  Accounts 
 Imports and Exports 
 Business 
 Agriculture 
 Manufacturing 
 Environment 
 Energy and water  
 Tourism 
 Transport and Communications 
 Construction 
 Banking 

 
 
 
 

4 



National Statistics System 
 Consists of Producers and Users of Official Statistics 
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Who are the producers of official statistics? 
 ICBS (producer, compiler and user) 
 Virtually all Ministries and Agencies of the National government 

such as: 
  Bank of Israel  
 Ministry of Finance 
 Ministry of  the Economy 
 Ministry of Education 
 Ministry of the Environment 
 The National Insurance Institute 

 Cities and local authorities 
 Universities and colleges  
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Categories of Users of Official Statistics  

 

 Internet Users 

 Government Ministries and Organizations 

 Researchers Academics and students 

 International organizations 

 Press and other media 

 Commercial Companies/Enterprises 

 Other users 

 ICBS 
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Factors Leading to the Growth in Production 
and Use of Official statistics  

 Increasing Demand 

 Technological Development 
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Increasing Demand 
 Just like most countries in the world, Israel  finds itself in an era of 

"Big Data" . If we compare the country to the way it was during the 
time of the founding of the State, the volume of information being 
published, being transmitted, being broadcast, being downloaded, 
being uploaded, being written, being read has increased by 
gargantuan proportions. 

  Globalization, the technological revolution, the growth in 
government services, the increases in the volume of research, 
development and analysis, the existence of the Internet have all led 
to a huge increase in the demand for and supply of  information and 
with that, statistics. 
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Impact of New Technology on the Future of 
Official Statistics 
 Technology affects: 

 Collection 

 Production 

 Analysis 

 Storing 

 Data retrieval 

 Dissemination, accessibility, timeliness 

 The new technology makes it easier for more 
producers to participate 

 The new technology necessitates better overseeing, 
coordination and quality control 
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Technology and  Official Statistics: 
Dissemination 
 The internet as the main vehicle for statistics 

dissemination 

 Linking of official statistics producers sites; 
  single site as a gateway to all other sites 

 Or one site as the sole repository for all official statistics 

 Wide and open dissemination with controls on quality 
and confidentiality 

 Use of the technology to allow for on-line interactive 
statistical manipulation and analysis. 
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The NSS Coordination Function 
 National statistics agencies around the world serve to 

coordinate the production of official statistics by all 
government Ministries and agencies in a particular 
country. 

 In Israel the Statistical Ordinance ( Israel’s statistical 
legislation) legally puts the responsibility of 
coordination and overseeing of official statistics 
activity in the hands of the Government Statistician.  
To quote the Ordinance: 
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Coordination 
 The Statistical Ordinance also provides for 

coordination as a function of the CBS:  
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Coordination and the Public 
Council for Statistics 
 The Ordinance also provides for a Public Council for 

Statistics. Among its responsibilities are: 
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Coordination Activity To Date 
 To date coordination in Israel has been via  formal as well as 

informal means. In 2009 the ICBS signed an MOU with the Bank of 
Israel that cemented relations between the two organizations and 
outlines responsibilities of each organization to the other and areas 
and committees of joint activity. 

 Under the auspices of the Public Council for Statistics there are a 
large number program oriented advisory committees and steering 
committees as well as joint statistical programs. There also 
considerable  informal means including consultations and 
discussions of statistical issues  
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New and Planned Coordination 
Activity 
 Under the auspices of the Twinning program efforts 

have begun toward the signing of MOUs with the 
Ministry of Finance and the National Insurance 
Institute 

 Under similar auspices inventories of statistics 
producer/suppliers and their products have been 
assembled and a full day conference was held of 
statistics producers in the NSS 

 Plans are under weigh for focus groups with users. 

 Consideration is being given to more activities and 
functions in the area of coordination. 

16 



International Experience in the 
area of coordination of the NSS 
 We are learning from international examples in this 

area. The following slides summarize the experience of 
some countries. 
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The UK Statistics Authority 
 two main functions: oversight of the ONS and 

independent scrutiny (monitoring and assessment) of 
all official statistics in the UK.  

 UK Statistics Authority has taken over the powers to 
produce statistics, provide statistical services and 
promote statistical research  
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The UK Statistics Authority 
 Among the responsibilities of the National 

Statistician: 
 Lead the planning of the development of statistics  across the 

government 

 Provide advice to ministers , the Cabinet Secretary and other 
senior officials on the production, dissemination and use of 
statistics across government. 

 As Head of the Government Statistical Service, provide 
professional leadership to all statisticians within government, 
and to other producers of official statistics  
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The UK Statistics Authority 
 Monitoring Function: 

 monitors the production and publication of official statistics across 
the UK by all producers through all steps from collection through 
dissemination  

 Assessment Function 

 has the responsibility to prepare, adopt and publish a Code of 
Practice for Statistics which sets out standards that official statistics 
are expected to meet.  

 Designate official statistics in compliance with code as “National 
Statistics 

 The Authority oversees and assesses more than 150  producers of 
official statistics and assesses their statistics products  
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Portugal 
 The Portuguese Statistics Law provides for: 

 A National Statistical Council to provide overall guidance for 
the Statistical System 

 Statistics Portugal to be the central entity for the production 
and dissemination of official statistics 

 Statistics Portugal to delegate statistical activities to other 
government agencies by means of entering into a Protocol for 
Delegating statistical functions. Statistical Portugal 
maintains the powers of supervision and coordination. 

 Statistics Portugal to use its annual working Program as a key 
instrument of coordination. 
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France / Insee 
 Strong coordination through  the National Council for Statistical 

Information (CNIS) (Insee the Secretariat of the CNIS): 
 Technical Coordination: manages registers, defines classifications 

and determines accounting and conceptual frameworks 
 Coordination through people: Insee administer the “civil-service 

statistician” category within itself and within all government 
ministries and is thereby responsible  for the  training of sll 
government statisticians 

 Functional Decentralization and Coordination: various specialized 
offices produce statistical products according to their expertise 
under the overseeing of the CNIS  
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Sweden: Decentralized but Centralized 
 In 1994 authority for statistics for specific fields of authority were 

transferred from Statistics Sweden to the relevant ministries and offices. 
 In 2002 in recognition of a need for further coordination, the Council for 

Official Statistics was established. The Director General of Statistics 
Sweden is  the chairman and six other DGs from other authorities are 
members. 

 Coordination by Statistics Sweden is “soft “ coordination, i.e discussion and 
consensus before regulation. 

 Coordination includes dialogue, working groups, annual conference, 
seminars, courses ,common study groups 

 But Coordination also includes  the regulation of  of quality, setting 
common standards including classification and nomenclature standards as 
well as uniformity of  methods, definitions, metadata etc. 
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The CBS Committee on Official and 
Core Statistics 
 In 2013 the Government Statistician appointed a high 

level committee whose responsibility was to determine 
which of all the official statistics activities of the CBS 
could be considered “Core statistics” 
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Terms of Reference of CBS 
Committee on Official and  Core 
Statistics 

 
 To define ”official statistics” and “core statistics” 
 To recommend criteria by which elements of the statistics 

program can be examined and classified as core or not 
 Outline a program or process by which statistical series can 

regularly be evaluated as core or otherwise and to 
recommend the frequency of the program 

 To test out the program initially and to propose among the 
CBS statistical activities which are core statistics and which 
are not.  
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Activities of the Committee 
 Consider approaches to defining official and core statistics. 

 Review experience in other countries 

 Pilot :Using Australian criteria assess Israeli CBS statistical 
activities as core or not. 

 Presentation to the Public Advisory council on Statistics   

 Next steps: 

  Ranking of Statistical products 

 Inclusion of statistical products of the entire NSS 

 Recommendations to the Public Advisory Council 
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International Experience 
 The following are some approaches to official statistics 

and core statistics among different countries which 
were useful to the committee and probably of interest 
to you as well.  
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Criteria for classifying statistics as Official Statistics 
and the UK Statistics Authority Subject Areas 
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Methodology for the Formulation of the National 
Statistics Plan 
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Terms of Reference 
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What are essential 

statistical assets? 
Statistical assets are the statistics, as well 

as the datasets that they are drawn from 

(where they exist). 

Essential statistical assets are defined as a 

small, core subset of official statistical 

assets that, due to 

their application and importance, should be 

given priority in order to provide a high 

quality and trusted 

statistical service. Recognizing those 

statistics considered to be most critical to 

Australia will help ensure 

their level of quality is maintained and 
enhanced over time. 
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New Activities Underway  in 
Official Statistics 
 Quality of Official Statistics; Acceptance and Adoption 

of the European Code of Practice 

 Development of a single integrated metadata system. 
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Summary 
 This presentation has been the basis for a discussion of 

issues related to official statistics, core statistics and 
the National Statistics System 

 We have raised questions, summarized the current 
status in Israel and plans for the future. We have also 
seen examples from other countries. 

 Hopefully this will prove useful for you in your work in 
your country. 

 Thank you for your attention. 

47 


