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Country area: 30,000,000 ha 

Inhabitants 58.400,000 

Households: 24,500,000 

Regions: 21 

Provinces: 110 

Municipalities: 8100 

SOME NUMBERS OF THE ITALIAN 

AGRICULTURE  

(source Agricultural census 2010, data in millions) 

Agricultural holdings:  1,6 

of which livestock holdings: 0,2 

Utilized Agricultural Area: 12,9 ha 

Farms average size: 7,9 ha  

Family labour force: 2,9 persons,  

Non family labour force: 0,9 persons  

Agricultural holdings 



ITALIAN AGRICULTURAL CENSUSES 

Censuses carried out: 6 

 

Periodicity: every 10 years 

 

Last Census: 2010 

 

Institution responsible: Istat 



2010 AGRICULTURAL CENSUS 

Legal framework 

National level 

•Law for issuing and financing the Census 

(Government) 

 

•Regulation for executing the Census 

(Parliament) 

 

•General plan of the Census (Istat) 

 

•Regional plans (Regions) 

 

•Circular letters (Istat) 

International level 

•World Programme for the census of 

agriculture 2010 (FAO) 

 

•Regulation (EC) N° 1166/2008 on farm 

structure surveys and the survey on 

agricultural production methods (European 

Parliament and of the Council) 

 

•Regulation (EC) N° 1200/2009 

implementing Regulation (EC) No 

1166/2008 (EC Commission) 

All the units are obliged to provide the information requested by the questionnaire 

In case of refusal, administrative penalties under the art. 11 of the Legislative Decree n. 322/89 are applied 



2010 AGRICULTURAL CENSUS 

Average number 

of units by 

enumerator: 155 
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2010 AGRICULTURAL CENSUS 

16 persons 



2010 AGRICULTURAL CENSUS 
Population and frame 

List frame Definition of agricultural holding  

 
The agricultural holding (census unit) is a single unit, both 

technically and economically, which has a single management and 

which undertakes agricultural activities listed in Annex I to the 

European Parliament and Council Regulation (EC) No 1166/2008 

within the economic territory of the European Union, either as its 

primary or secondary activity 



Italian application 

 
All agricultural holdings where the Utilized Agricultural Area 

(UAA) is equal or more than the regional thresholds (0.2-

0.4 ha) and the livestock holdings if the animals kept or 

their products are, totally or partially, destined to marketing. 
 

No thresholds have been applied to the holdings with flowers and 

ornamental plants, vegetables, vineyards and fruit trees because  of 

their relevant economic value.   

Coverage 

Eurostat rule 

 
(a) agricultural holdings where the 

agricultural area utilised for farming 

is one hectare or more; 

(b) agricultural holdings where the 

agricultural area utilised for farming 

is less than one hectare, if those 

holdings produce a certain 

proportion for sale or if their 

production unit exceeds certain 

physical thresholds. 

 
However, Member States which use a 

survey threshold above one hectare shall 

fix this threshold at a level that excludes 

only the smallest agricultural holdings 

which together contribute 2 % or less to 

the total utilised agricultural area 

excluding common land and 2 % or less 

to the total number of farm livestock units. 

No 

thresholds 

UAA <1 

ha 

UAA =1 

ha 

UAA> 1 ha Economic 

threshold 

Ireland 
Malta 
Romania 

Italy 
Belgium 
Bulgaria 
Greece 
Hungary 
Cyprus 
 

France 
Poland 
Austria 
Finland 
Slovenia 
Lithuania 
Latvia 
Estonia 
Slovakia 
Spain 
Portugal 

Sweden  
(2 ha) 
Czech Rep. 
(5 ha) 
Germany  
(5 ha) 
Luxembourg  
(3 ha)  

Netherland 
(3000  euro) 

2010 AGRICULTURAL CENSUS 
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Informative content 



Questionnaire 



Questionnaire 



Questionnaire 



Questionnaire 



Questionnaire 



Questionnaire 



Questionnaire 



Help desk for the Census network and response burden policy 

   

2010 AGRICULTURAL CENSUS 

Tool free number 

139 days of activity – 76,174 calls 

E-mail address 

cens2010@istat.it  

12,356 e-mail received in 6 months 

Facebook 
Web site for the  

census network 

Official web site 

Survey management system 



Data collection 

• the face-to-face interview of the holder by the enumerator using a 

paper questionnaire 

 

• self-compilation of the electronic 

questionnaire in the web by the holder 

Field work: from October 25, 2010 to 31 January, 2011 
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Methods for handling missing or incorrect data items 
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Data E&I and data collection
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Imputation methods 
• deductive imputation, if the values to impute are uniquely determined 

by the values assumed by other variables;  

• rule based imputation (based on deterministic rules like "if-then");  

• nearest neighbour imputation;  

• model based imputation (preferred for the imputation of the 

continuous variables); 

• interactive imputation. 



Accuracy and reliability 

2010 AGRICULTURAL CENSUS 

Two post enumeration surveys for estimating 

measurement (or response) error and coverage error 

Coverage Survey (PES)  The Re-interview CATI Survey  



Data dissemination 

2010 AGRICULTURAL CENSUS 

Datawarehouse 

Statistics  eXplorer 

Agricultural Census in short (E-book) 

On line press releases 

and publications 

(general and thematic)  

Census Acts 

• Microdata records 

• Single exit point  



ACTIVITIES 2006 2007
I sem. 

2008

II sem. 

2008

I sem. 

2009

II sem. 

2009

I sem. 

2010

II sem. 

2010

I sem. 

2011

II sem. 

2011

I sem. 

2012

II sem. 

2012

I sem. 

2013

II sem. 

2013

I sem. 

2014

II sem. 

2014

Stakeholders Conference 

budget and legal framework 

Questionnaire design

Planning of the census network 

Consultant Committee 

Frame list preparation

IT architecture

Post enumeration surveys

Edit & Imputation plan

Training

Dissemination plan

Help desk and response burden policy

Field work

Calendar 
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