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ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 

AND DEVELOPMENT

Pursuant to Article 1 of the Convention signed in Paris on 14th December 1960, and which came into
force on 30th September 1961, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
shall promote policies designed:

– to achieve the highest sustainable economic growth and employment and a rising standard of
living in member countries, while maintaining financial stability, and thus to contribute to the
development of the world economy;

– to contribute to sound economic expansion in member as well as non-member countries in the
process of economic development; and

– to contribute to the expansion of world trade on a multilateral, non-discriminatory basis in
accordance with international obligations.

The original member countries of the OECD are Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany,
Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States. The following countries became
members subsequently through accession at the dates indicated hereafter: Japan (28th April 1964),
Finland (28th January 1969), Australia (7th June 1971), New Zealand (29th May 1973), Mexico (18th May 1994),
the Czech Republic (21st December 1995), Hungary (7th May 1996), Poland (22nd November 1996), Korea
(12th December 1996) and the Slovak Republic (14th December 2000). The Commission of the European
Communities takes part in the work of the OECD (Article 13 of the OECD Convention).

OECD CENTRE FOR CO-OPERATION WITH NON-MEMBERS

The OECD Centre for Co-operation with Non-members (CCNM) promotes and co-ordinates OECD’s
policy dialogue and co-operation with economies outside the OECD area. The OECD currently maintains
policy co-operation with approximately 70 non-member economies.

The essence of CCNM co-operative programmes with non-members is to make the rich and varied
assets of the OECD available beyond its current membership to interested non-members. For example,
the OECD’s unique co-operative working methods that have been developed over many years; a stock of
best practices across all areas of public policy experiences among members; on-going policy dialogue
among senior representatives from capitals, reinforced by reciprocal peer pressure; and the capacity to
address interdisciplinary issues. All of this is supported by a rich historical database and strong analytical
capacity within the Secretariat. Likewise, member countries benefit from the exchange of experience with
experts and officials from non-member economies.

The CCNM’s programmes cover the major policy areas of OECD expertise that are of mutual interest
to non-members. These include: economic monitoring, structural adjustment through sectoral policies,
trade policy, international investment, financial sector reform, international taxation, environment,
agriculture, labour market, education and social policy, as well as innovation and technological policy
development.
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