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List of Abbreviations

ToR

Terms of Reference

SSSU 

State Statistics Service of Ukraine 
UKR

Ukraine
BTS            
Business Tendency Survey
EU

European Union
DG ECFIN
Directorate-General for Economic and Financial Affairs

DK

Denmark 
SD

Statistics Denmark

Executive summary
This mission 6.3 of task 6:  Business Trends Statistics was carried out the 29th – 30th of September and 1st of October. During the three meeting days the Ukrainian drafts for questionnaires and samples were presented, discussed, and commented upon by the Danish expert.
1. General comments

This mission report is prepared within the Twinning Project „Support to Development Process in the State Statistics Service of Ukraine (SSSU) with the Objective to Enhance its Capacity and Production”. 
Mission’s priority purpose: 

1. To work up drafts of new questionnaires on Ukrainian BTS and Methodology of sampling units for BTS. 

2. Get expert assessment of compliance of the draft questionnaires on BTS and Methodology of sampling units for BTS with the EU Joint harmonized survey of business activity and consumer trends (hereinafter - the harmonized EU program).

The Danish expert wish to express his thanks to all officials and individuals met, for the kind support and valuable information which he received during the stay in Ukraine.

The views and observations stated in this report are those of the expert and do not necessarily correspond to the views of EU, SSSU or Statistics Denmark.

2. Assessment and results 
Activity schedule

29.09.2014

SSSU presentation of draft questionnaires on Ukrainian BTS, aligned with the Harmonized EU programme. 
Joint work with the EU expert on improvement of the content of new questionnaires on BTS.

30.09.2014

SSSU Presentation on Sampling Methodology for BTS. Working up the Methodology of sampling units for BTS in order to get more detailed results on BTS by those types of economic activity which are previewed in the Harmonized EU programme. 

01.10.2014

EU expert assesses the compliance of the Ukrainian BTS draft questionnaires and the Methodology of sampling units for BTS with the Harmonized EU Programme. 
Discussion of further measures aiming at improvement of Ukrainian BTS concerning sampling of units by types of activity.  
2.1 Questionnaires 

In order to approach the Harmonized EU Programme SSSU (State Statistics Service of Ukraine) has reorganized their Short Term Business Surveys. Of the original 7 surveys they have skipped two (Transport and Meta-survey) and added one (Industry Investment). Additional to the 6 Harmonized EU Surveys, they have kept their specific survey on Agriculture, and in this case followed the recommendation of the UN draft Handbook on Economic Tendency Surveys (UN, 2014) 
All surveys, except the Investment Survey, are planned to be carries out once each quarter following the schedule of the DG ECFIN for quarterly survey. Thus, monthly surveys of the EU harmonized programme are for the time being conducted quarterly in Ukraine. The Investment Survey is planned to be carried out twice a year following the schedule of the EU harmonized programme.

One by one the questionnaires were assessed, and some specific questions on various questions are highlighted in the following. The numbers and underlined question phrasing refers to the corresponding questions in the DG ECFIN Guidelines (DG ECFIN, 2014a), if nothing else mentioned.

Industry (manufacturing industries)

Sample size: 1600 companies
INDU-Q3: Do you consider your current export order books to be...?
	3.
	How do assess export order books (please assess demand if there are no export orders) for production of the company? 
	more than sufficient
(above adequate)
	sufficient
(adequate for the season)
	not sufficient 
(below adequate)
	no export

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 2
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 4


SSSU has followed the Danish practice adding a fourth answer possibility "no export", which is not in line with the DG ECFIN guidance, but has not been questioned by the DG ECFIN. Statistics Denmark (SD) has added the possibility as a service to the respondent, not getting confused, if the company has no export. 
Methodologically, the Danish expert recommends in the sizing up and enumeration process to treat the "no export" answers as "no respons" in order to not differ from the general EU practice, and thus to operate with same type of bias as the general results of harmonized EU surveys.
INDU-6: How do you expect your selling prices to change over the next 3 months?

They will...
	6.
	How will, in your opinion, the company’s selling prices (exclusive of taxes) change in the next three months? 
	will increase
	will remain unchanged
	will decrease

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 2
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3


It was asked if it could specifically be mentioned "exclusive of taxes" or not? The practice of SD (Statistics Denmark) is not to mentioning it. SD let it up to the respondent defining the sales prices. Since taxes rarely changes month over month or quarter over quarter it should in practice be of no importance. 
*The Danish expert shall consult the DG ECFIN for a definition of "sales prices" – with or without taxes. Results of the consultation shall be sent to SSSU as annex to this report.
INDU-Q10 How many months of production are assured by your current overall order books?

Our production is assured for __._ months

	10.
	For how many working months is the company stocked with orders, including outstanding (current) orders and the present production rate?   
	approximately 
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INDU-Q13 At what capacity is your company currently operating (as a percentage of full

capacity)? The company is currently operating at __._ % of full capacity.
	13.
	What is the current load of the production capacities at the company?
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The two questions are on number of months work assured in the order books, and capacity utilization. Following the DG ECFIN guidelines the answer should be given in months and percentages with one digit after the decimal point. And this is also the reporting format to the DG ECFIN. 
However Denmark has chosen not to allow for decimal digits regarding the question on capacity utilization. The argument is that an estimated figure, usually in the order of 70-90 percent, will not get more correct if added a decimal digit. On the other hand the decimal digit is kept regarding Q10, number of months work in the order books, since this figure often can be quite low in the order of 1-3 month, and here a decimal digit may be of relevance.

In the expert’s opinion the by SSSU added "approximately" in Q10 before the month, is a usefull addition. It is not included in the DG ECFIN guidelines, however if it is supposed to ease the understanding of the question for the Ukrainian managers, it may be well placed, though it is a bit contradictory to asking for a figure with one decimal point after the digit. 

*The expert shall consult the DG ECFIN asking about exact requirements regarding the decimal digits – if they can be omitted in the questionnaire, and just kept in the reporting template. Results of the consultation shall be sent to SSSU as annex to this report.
It was questioned how the Danish enumeration process is regarding Q10 and Q13. In general the answers (months or percentages) are weighted by number of company employees. Please consult the Annex 1 for a calculation example. 
Q12: How do you expect your export orders to develop over the next 3 months?

They will...
	12.
	How, in your opinion, will export order books change (please assess export demand if there are no orders) for production of the company in the next three months?
	will increase
	will remain unchanged
	will decrease

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 2
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3


It was asked why SD has not added the option "no export" in this question similar to Q3? The expert answered that it is a matter of historical tradition. Previously SD used it for validation: If no answer on Q12, SD could check the reason in Q3: “no export”. But adding the answer option also here, thus being consistent, will make sense in the opinion of the expert.

INDU-Q15 How has your competitive position on foreign markets inside the EU developed

over the past 3 months? It has...
	15.
	How did the company’s competitive position change in the EU foreign markets in the past three months?
	got better
	stayed the same
	got worse

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 2
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3


INDU-Q16 How has your competitive position on foreign markets outside the EU developed

over the past 3 months? It has...

	16.
	How did the company’s competitive position change in foreign markets other than the EU in the past three months? 
	got better
	stayed the same
	got worse

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 2
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3


Also here, in the opinion of the expert, it would be relevantly to add the fourth answering possibility “no export” as long as it is perceived as “no answer” in the enumeration process, in order to operate with same type of bias as the general results of other European surveys. 

*The Danish expert shall consult the DG ECFIN regarding the questioning practice of other non-EU countries regarding Q15 internal EU market, that by SSSU is changed to foreign EU market. Results of the consultation shall be sent to SSSU as annex to this report.
Investment in Industry (manufacturing industries)

SSSU uses same sample population as for the Industry Survey, approx. 1600 companies.

Like many other countries in EU, SSSU chose not to ask about investment changes in percentages, but ask about absolute numbers for investment in various years (T-1, T, T+1). The DG ECFIN is aware of this situation, and seems not to turn down the practice.
Regarding Question 2 of the SSSU questionnaire on Investments
	2.
	Do you plan to invest in the next year?
	YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 1               NO  FORMCHECKBOX 
 2

	
	If YES, the annual current year’s investment (exclusive of VAT) will constitute approximately
	________ UAH thousand


It was asked about the explicit mentioning that investments are "exclusive VAT". The expert would not mention it in the Danish survey, since VAT is normally not included in business accountancy (in Denmark), so the normal perception will be that the investment figures are without VAT. However if specific conditions and traditions in the Ukraine may cause confusion, then it should be mentioned that the desired figures are without VAT. 
*To the DG ECFIN this is supposed to be of less importance, since they are only interested in the percentage changes. However the expert shall consult the DG ECFIN. Results of the consultation shall be sent to SSSU as annex to this report.
Regarding question on Factors influencing investment

It is asked why SD has skipped answer possibility "Do not know” (“No answer”) ? 

It is a matter of historical tradition. When establishing the survey, a Danish statistician expert suggested removing the option in order to avoid overwhelming many answers in this category. The mission option causes the reporting of zeroes in this category, when submitting data to the EU. 

It is recommended that SSSU follows the EU harmonized Guidelines.

Enumeration methodology of Investment Survey
The investment percentages are enumerated on the basis of national accountancy figures. Please refer to Annex 2 for description and examples.
The questions on Investment Structure and the Influence Factors are enumerated based on company size measured on employees. Please refer to Annex 2 for description and examples.
*The Expert shall consult the DG ECFIN about definitions on “Investment” – i.e. what does it cover? Results of the consultation shall be sent to SSSU as annex to this report.
*Danish expert seeks more exact definitions on the 4 factors influences investments, with especially focus on "technical factors" and "other factors", possible by consulting the DG ECFIN. Results of the consultation shall be sent to SSSU as annex to this report.
Agriculture
Agriculture is an important economic sector for Ukrainian economy, which the SSSU wants to monitor closely regarding short term development indicators. Surveys in the agricultural sector are not part of the EU Harmonized Programme.

Currently a rather complex survey is conducted, focusing on plant and animal production separately. It is the intention of SSSU to simplify the survey and in large follow the recommendation from the UN Handbook on Economic Tendency Survey, in draft version at the moment (UN, 2014). Here five questions are recommended to give a picture of the short term tendencies. Three more questions (no. 2; 3 and 8) are added in order to fulfill specific needs of SSSU.

The questions are:

1) How did the company's production change in the past three month?
2) How did the company’s sales change in Ukraine in the past three months?
3) How did the company’s exports change in the past three months?
4) How do you assess the company’s current stock of finished products?
5) How will, in your opinion, the company’s output change in the next three months?
6) How will, in your opinion, the company’s selling prices change in the next three months? 
7) How will, in your opinion, the company’s employment change in the next three months?
8) What are major factors limiting the company’s production activity?  (please tick one or several boxes): 

The answer options to the questions are of the relative type, either: Increase, Unchanged, Decrease, or: Too large, Adequate, Too low. For question 3 and 4 there is a fourth option added, either “no export” or “no stock”

Regarding question 8 there are several answer options: insufficient demand, weather conditions, shortage of labour, shortage of raw materials and/or equipment, financial limitations, other factors, no limitations.

Recommendation: The question 2 on sales the past three month will probably show same tendencies as the question 1 on the production the past three month, so it was touched upon at the meeting if the question 2 better is replaced with a question targeting the export to the EU-market. 

In structure the agriculture questionnaire is quite similar to e.g. the Industry Sector questionnaire, and no further comments.
Construction Survey
Regarding Q6 on how many working months the company is currently stocked with, the expert find it relevant to add “approximately” in front of the number of month, as suggested by the SSSU – in order to ease the filling in the questionnaire for the company manager.

Retail Trade and Wholesale for motor vehicle repair companies Survey
The questionnaire has been simplified in comparison with previous questionnaire.

It was discussed if the fourth answer option “no stock of goods”, in question 2, should be kept or removed. It is not an option in the DG ECFIN Guidelines, but may be relevant. It was touched upon that e.g. vehicle repair companies may not have stock of goods. This may also be an emerging issue for internet based companies. Again, it is the recommendation of the expert to, in the enumeration process, to treat this answer as “no response”.
*The expert shall ask the DG ECFIN, if they see any issues in the addition of the fourth option. Results of the consultation shall be sent to SSSU as annex to this report.
Services Survey
Q8 was discussed. The question asks indirectly about Capacity Utilization rate, which is the figure that should be reported to DG ECFIN. Directly in the questionnaire is asked about possible increase of volume of activity in percentages.

If the answer e.g. is 15 pct., it means that in order to achieve 100 pct. Capacity utilization they can expand present activities with 15 pct. Thus, it is possible to calculate the present Capacity Utilization figure X pct. by this formula:

X + (X * 15 %) =  100%
· X ( 1 + 0,15) = 1

· X = 1/1,15 = 0,87 = 87 pct.

Following the Danish enumeration procedure, this is the first step of the processing of data.
Please refer to Annex 1 for description of the following enumeration steps.

*The expert shall ask the DG ECFIN what the asterix (*) refers to in the DG ECFIN Guidelines table 2.2 footnote – it is supposed it is referring to the classes highlighted in bold format. Results of the consultation shall be sent to SSSU as annex to this report.
Financial Services

The SSSU has decided to include the Financial Services question in the Services Survey, and targeting the NACE classes 64, 65 and 66.
Regarding question 17 and 18, there is posed questions on competitive position “within the EURO area” and “within the EU”. The expert recommends omitting questions relating to the competitive position within the “EURO (€) area”. The reason is that it is supposed to be too difficult for the respondent to distinguish EURO-countries from non-EURO-countries.
*The expert shall ask DG ECFIN why formulations in Financial Services alternates between “last” 3 month and “past” 3 month – do they not refer to same span of month? Results of the consultation shall be sent to SSSU as annex to this report.
2.2 Sampling methodology

Samples are based on Business Register, with data on state level, and generated 15. November regarding T-1. 
Sampling base is a combination of Turnover and Employees.

Like Statistics Denmark the SSSU divides samples into 3 size groups. Strata with largest companies contain all available companies, while the “minor” and the “small” strata contain companies selected by random. If too few “large sized” companies in this strata, “medium sized” companies are moved up into this strata.

As a decision rule, each strata should minimum consist of 2 companies – if available.

Survey is panel based, updated once a year. Every fifth year a completely new sample is generated.  

The criteria for the sample strata follow a) geographical regions (3-4), b) NACE groups and 3) company size 

Expert suggests that the design of the samples are in hands of the statistical institute itself as long as the method follows common statistical sample methodologies and provides sound results with acceptable uncertainties. 
*The expert shall seek confirmation by DG ECFIN if the assumption is correct, that the sampling methodology is in the institutes’ own hand, implying that stratification into size-groups, and following which criteria, are free of choice – if not explicit defined in the Guidelines. Results of the consultation shall be sent to SSSU as annex to this report.
The sample on Industry should only be divided into 2-digit groups (NACE) and not 3-digit groups. However in some cases the methodology of SD is to divide some 2-digit branches into two or more subgroups if needed to create the MIG-groups. Please refer to annex  
*The expert shall investigate how the DG ECFIN recommends establishing the aggregations groups CDUR, CNDUR, FOBE, CONS, INTM and INVE, since some of those are defined at 3-digit level. Results of the consultation shall be sent to SSSU as annex to this report.
*The expert shall ask DG ECFIN about requirements regarding strata. Are the seven branch groupings required, and is it required to stratify into size groups by data collection, and in this case all six size groups? – or will it be sufficient if data afterwards collection is divided into size groups in the enumeration process? Results of the consultation shall be sent to SSSU as annex to this report.
3. Conclusions and recommendations
Within the two areas Questionnaire design and formulation and Sample generation, the expert was asked to access 

a) how SSSU comply with the harmonized programme, and 

b) to give recommendations for the future. – SSSU will consider such recommendations for future changes.
3.1 Regarding Questionnaire design and formulation
· It is the opinion of the expert that all the presented processes are in line with the EU harmonized Programme. Especially is to mention:

· Deadlines of the survey: are in line with the DG ECFIN guidelines

· The survey on agriculture is added to the portfolio, because of national importance, and in base follows the guideline of the UN-handbook on Business Surveys. The expert recommends dividing the question on export sales to target 1) the EU-area and 2) rest of the world.

· Services: The survey is added questions on the Financial Services, and here, among others, is posed questions on competitive position both “within the EURO area” and “within the EU”. The expert recommends omitting questions relating to the competitive position within the “EURO (€) area”. The reason is that it is supposed to be too difficult for the respondent to distinguish EURO-countries from non-EURO-countries.   
· During the meetings not only questionnaire design and formulations were discussed, but also processing of data.

· This concerns adding the fourth answer option “no export” to export related questions. The expert recommends consequently adding this option to all export-related questions, and in the data processing treating the answer as “no answer”.

· Of interest is the enumeration method for production limiting factors, as well as Capacity Utilization and Month work in order books (se Annex 1)

· Also the enumeration methods on Investment survey is of interests (see Annex 2)

· Investment Survey: It is recommended to split the industry sector into the 7 classes defined in the DG ECFIN guidelines (section 6.3)

· The expert is asked to supply further definitions on “investment” as such (what to include and exclude)
· The expert is asked to supply definitions on the four factors (Demand, Financial resources or expected profits, Technical factors, Other factors) listed in the question “Factors influencing the investment”

3.2 Regarding Generation of samples
· It is the opinion of the expert that all the presented sample generation methodologies good, and are adequate to supply data as requested by the EU harmonized Programme. 
· It is noted that SSSU does not survey among “Membership organizations” (NACE 94). This is not considered to influence the overall results. 

· The sample on Industry should be divided into 2-digit groups (NACE) and not 3-digit groups. 
· The expert shall investigate how then to establish the aggregations groups CDUR, CNDUR, FOBE, CONS, INTM and INVE, since some of those are defined at 3-digit level.

· The Samples of the Investment survey and the Industry survey should not necessarily coincide with each other.

· NACE 64.11 National Bank. SSSU does not survey this institution, referring to its unique status. The Danish national bank is included in the Danish survey sample, but the bank has asked to be excused from the survey. 

*The expert shall ask DG ECFIN what the common practice is. Results of the consultation shall be sent to SSSU as annex to this report.
· Pipeline transport is also excluded from the Ukrainian surveys.

· The expert shall ask DG ECFIN what the common practice is regarding this kind of monopolist companies.

The future goal of the SSSU is to conduct the Business Surveys in full harmony with the EU practices, which implies monthly survey.
Tests evaluating the surveys shall be conducted in 2017

General on methodology
The DG ECFIN does not provide for specific methodology of sample design and enumeration, besides certain cases like how to enumerate the questions on Production limitations. The Guidelines is to be perceived a framework for conducting the EU harmonized Business Surveys, and it is believed that being in line with the Guideline’s phrasing of questions and answer options will ensure comparability of results between countries. 
Persons met

SSSU:
Ms. Iryna Zhuk, Director
Ms Olena.Kolpakova, Deputy Director
Ms Olena Hrushetska, Chief specialist - economist 
RTA Team:
Irina Bernstein, RTA
Olga Burbelo, RTA assistant

Svitlana Taranova, RTA interpreter

References

DG ECFIN, 2014a. User Guide: Joint harmonized EU programme of Business and Consumer Surveys. User Guide. 21 March 2014. http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/db_indicators/surveys/documents/bcs_user_guide_en.pdf
DG ECFIN, 2014b. Best practice: List of 'best practice' for the conduct of business and consumer surveys, March 2014
http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/db_indicators/surveys/documents/bcs_best_practice_en.pdf
UN, 2014. UN draft Handbook on Economic Tendency Surveys http://unstats.un.org/unsd/nationalaccount/consultationDocs/draftETS-Handbook-May2014.pdf
List of annexes 
Annex 1) Industry, Services, Construction and Retail Trade Enumeration examples
Annex 2) Investment Survey Enumeration examples

Annex 3) HP-software
Annex 4) Arima model
Annex 5) Papers on Business Cycle Tracer
Annex 6) Terms of Reference
Annex 1. Enumerations examples on Capacity Utilization, Month and Production limitations

1.1. Enumerations examples in spreadsheet on Capacity Utilization, Month and Production limitations
1.2. Industry strata. Statistics Denmark has divided the industry sector into 34 strata, see information in spreadsheet
Annex 2. Enumeration examples related to Investment Survey

2.1. See calculation examples in attached Excel spreadsheet
2.2 Investment strata. Statistics Denmark has divided the industry sector into the 7 strata, see information in spreadsheet.
Regarding definitions on “investment”, please see annex 2.3 on EU-definitions.

In annex 2.4 is the Danish Questionnaire from Account Statistics in English. Here is both asked about tangible and intangible investments (e.g. software). However when delivering data to the EU we follow the EU variable requirements (annex 2.4), where data on intangible investments are not demanded. 

2.3 Attachment with EU-definitions on various “investment” categories, see “On investment p.32ff, Official Journal of the European Union, 250-2009” starting from page 32 bottom: Code: “15 11 0” running to page 38.

2.4 Attachment with “EU variable definitions” (no 15110-15210) regarding the EU Structural Business Statistics (SBS), annex 1-4, with links to the questions in the Danish survey questionnaire 2.5
2.5 Attachment with Danish national accounts survey questionnaire with questions on Investments from Q67 to Q87, see attachment “National Accounts, Investments, English form 2012”
Annex 3. Hodrick-Prescott add-in in to Excel

See email attachment. The Add-in for Excel is simply activated ( double click) and is then found under the „add-ins” tab in the Excel program. It is named „H-P”

Read the „help” instructions
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Annex 4. Arima model

Please se email-attachment with the saved models (annex 4.1) from the Services Sector seasonal adjustments – to load into Demetra. Also is attached the corresponding Excel-files (annex 4.2) with input- and output data.
Annex 5. Papers on Business Cycle Tracer

See email-attachments of files

The Danish version of Busienss Cycle tracer is based on the descriptions in the paper of Mr. Gayer, head og DG ECFIN:

Annex 5.1, Gayer, 2007: The Economic Climate Tracer 

or go directly to site: http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/db_indicators/surveys/documents/studies/economic_climate_tracer_en.pdf
Annex 5.2, Slentoe, 2012: Power Point presentation: Busines Cycle Tracer revisited_Slentoe13nov2012 (no paper)

Annex 6. Terms of Reference
European Union Twinning Project 
Support to Development Process in the State Statistics Service of Ukraine with the Objective to Enhance its Capacity and Production

Twinning No.: UA/13/ENP/ST/38

Terms of Reference

for a short-term mission to the State Statistics Service of Ukraine

Component 6: Business trend survey

Activity 6.3: Assessment of the conformity of new Ukrainian BTS with the Harmonized EU Programme. Sampling of reporting units by types of activity 

General information 

Statistics Denmark in partnership with INSEE France, Statistics Lithuania, Statistics Finland, Statistics Sweden, Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia, Central Statistical Office of Poland, Italian National Institute of Statistics (ISTAT) and Statistical Office of Spain (INE) is leading the EU-Twinning project on “Support to Development Process in the State Statistics Service of Ukraine with the Objective to Enhance its Capacity and Production” in Ukraine. The beneficiary is the State Statistics Service of Ukraine.

This activity is implemented under the Component 6: Business trend survey. The purpose of this component is to align Ukrainian business trend surveys (English - Business tendency surveys) (hereinafter - BTS) with the basic principles of European harmonized surveys; to ensure the application of data from these surveys in official statistics and elaboration of methodology in line with the European practice of compilation of indicators of business expectations (Forward Looking Indicators (FLIs)) as required by the EU and according to the IMF Special data Dissemination Standard (SDDS).  

This activity will help to achieve the aforesaid purposes and targets specified in the contract:

- methodological foundations of BTS elaborated;

- knowledge and practical skills of SSSU specialists improved.

Purpose of the mission

Mission’s priority purpose: 

1. To work up drafts of new questionnaires on Ukrainian BTS and Methodology of sampling units for BTS. 
2. Get expert assessment of compliance of the draft questionnaires on BTS and Methodology of sampling units for BTS with the EU Joint harmonized survey of business activity and consumer trends (hereinafter - the harmonized EU program).

Expected results 

· Expert assessment of compliance of new questionnaires on Ukrainian BTS and Methodology of sampling units for BTS with the Harmonized EU Programme is provided to the SSSU.  

· SSSU experts got familiar with the EU methodology of sampling units for conduction of BTS by types of economic activity.  

Activities

Preliminary schedule

29.09.2014

SSSU presentation of draft questionnaires on Ukrainian BTS, aligned with the Harmonized EU programme. 
Joint work with the EU expert on improvement of the content of new questionnaires on BTS.

30.09.2014

SSSU Presentation on Sampling Methodology for BTS. Working up the Methodology of sampling units for BTS in order to get more detailed results on BTS by those types of economic activity which are previewed in the Harmonized EU programme. 

01.10.2014

EU expert assesses the compliance of the Ukrainian BTS draft questionnaires and the Methodology of sampling units for BTS with the Harmonized EU Programme. 
Discussion of further measures aiming at improvement of Ukrainian BTS concerning sampling of units by types of activity.  
Tasks to be done by SSSU to facilitate the mission 

The new questionnaires on BTS will be translated into English.

Consultant and Partner

This mission will be carried out by

Mr Erik Slentø (Statistics Denmark)

Beneficiary: 

Department for Structural Statistics and Statistics of Business Finance, SSSU:

Ms Iryna Zhuk, Director

Ms Margarita Kuznetsova, Deputy Director 

Ms O.Kolpakova, Deputy Director, Head of Unit 

Ms O.Hrushetska, Chief economist of the Unit 

Scheduling

The Mission will take place on September 29 – October 1, 2014 in Ukraine  

Report

The final report on the mission should be submitted no later than two weeks after the completion of the mission.
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