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• The sampling survey concerning the economical results of agricultural 

holding is the integration of the  following two surveys: 

1) The Farm Accountancy Data Network survey (FADN). The FADN survey 

is managed by CREA; 

2) The sampling survey concerning the economical results for small 

agricultural holdings (in Italian word, REA). The REA survey is managed 

by ISTAT. 

• The agricultural holding, characterized by less than 8.000 euro of 

standard output, belong to REA population; 

• The agricultural holding, characterized by more than 8.000 euro of 

standard output, belong to RICA population.  

The sampling survey concerning the economic 

results of agricultural holding 
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The standard output, following the Eurostat definition, is the average 

monetary value of the agricultural output at farm-gate price, in euro per 

hectare or per head of livestock. There is a regional SO coefficient for each 

product, as an average value over a reference period (5 years, except for 

the SO 2004 coefficient calculated using the average of 3 years). The sum 

of all the SO per hectare of crop and per head of livestock in a farm is a 

measure of its overall economic size, expressed in euro. 

The definition of standard output 
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• The sample FADN and REA are extracted from FADN population and 

from REA population. 

• We use a random stratification sample. 

• The stratification of FADN population is for region, standard output class, 

type of farming. 

• The sample size and the allocation of units into the strata is determined 

by Bethel method. 

• The FADN sample is formed by 11.106 agricultural holdings. 

• Also the REA sample is a random stratification sample.  

• The REA sample is formed by 4.000 agricultural holdings. 

 

The sample  
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• The data collection is managed by CREA, which use his regional 

departments. 

 

• The data of agricultural holdings are collected by specialized employees, 

who go to the farm and use a software in order to fill the questionnaire.  

 

• The organization of data collection is different for FADN agricultural 

holdings and for REA agricultural holdings.  

•  For FADN agricultural holdings the economical information are collected 

by the accounting software (GAIA), which is built by CREA. 

 

•  for REA agricultural holdings, the data are collected by electronic 

questionnaire, built by ISTAT.   

Data collection 
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• The REA questionnaire are characterized, in a first step, by a manual 

editing data, managed by territorial office. 

• Concerning the FADN agricultural holding, we use, for editing, the GAIA 

software, which is characterized by an automatic plan of edits. 

 

• For the influential outlier detection, we use macro-editing method.   

 

The editing and imputation process 
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• VA = Value Added 

• ULA = Full Time Equivalent (Unità di LAvoro a tempo pieno) 

• MOL = Gross Operating Surplus (Margine Operativo Lordo) 

• R = Revenues 

• C = Costs 

• CL = Labour Costs 

• SAU = UUA = Utilized Agricultural Area 

 

Some definitions 
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Times series of principal economic indicators 
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Year VA/ULA MOL/ULA (MOL/R)x100 (C/R)x100 (CL / VA)x100 VA/SAU MOL/SAU 

2005 17530,0 15116,25 56,05 42,82 13,77 1103,57 951,62 

2006 16731,25 14498,75 55,64 44,05 13,35 1036,64 898,32 

2007 18223,75 15841,25 55,42 43,98 13,07 1143,97 994,41 

2008 18310,00 15771,25 54,80 45,29 13,87 1142,79 984,34 

2009 16858,75 14311,25 51,16 45,86 15,11 1056,08 896,50 

2010 22250,00 18836,667 50,78 47,08 15,34 1038,42 879,12 

2011 23945,00 20410,00 50,84 46,79 14,77 1133,34 966,03 

2012 24473,33 20841,667 50,16 46,57 14,84 1162,66 990,13 

2013 23475,71 20052,857 51,09 45,66 14,58 1322,47 1129,65 

Index numbers with base 2005=100 

Year VA/ULA MOL/ULA (MOL/R)x100 (C/R)x100 (CL / VA)x100 VA/SAU MOL/SAU 

2005 100,00 100,00 100,00 100,00 100,00 100,00 100,00 

2006 95,44 95,91 99,27 102,88 96,96 93,94 94,40 

2007 103,96 104,80 98,87 102,71 94,90 103,66 104,50 

2008 104,45 104,33 97,76 105,78 100,70 103,55 103,44 

2009 96,17 94,67 91,28 107,11 109,74 95,70 94,21 

2010 126,93 124,61 90,60 109,95 111,41 94,10 92,38 

2011 136,59 135,02 90,71 109,27 107,27 102,70 101,51 

2012 139,61 137,88 89,50 108,76 107,77 105,35 104,05 

2013 133,92 132,66 91,16 106,64 105,89 119,84 118,71 

Labour revenue (VA / ULA); Labour profitability (MOL / ULA); Sales profitability (MOL / R x 100) 

Current costs incidence (C / R x 100); Labour remuneration (CL / VA x 100); Land return(VA / SAU) 

Land profitability  (MOL / SAU). 



Graphic times series of principal economic indicators 
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Conclusion 

 

• In this presentation, we speak about the FADN survey. In particular, we 

speak about the sample method, the data collection and the editing and 

imputation method. 

• We have the data from 2002 until 2013. 

• We are going to estimate the 2014 in March. 
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